
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

  



 

Preface 

This manual is intended to provide a reference for use in recognizing and understanding the different 
permits that may be a part of an SHA construction project. Included are brief descriptions and visual 
examples of the permits that may be associated with the project. 
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IFB (Invitation for Bids) Information 
 

This is an example of what should be found in the IFB of a project.  This information provides a quick 
reference for project personnel in understanding what permits are related to the project and helps to 
ensure all of the permits have been obtained prior to the start of work. 
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Wetland, Waterway and Critical areas 
 
Both tidal and non-tidal wetlands and waterways are protected resources under state and federal 
jurisdiction. Wetlands are landforms that meet specific parameters for hydrology, soils, and vegetation 
and range from seasonally saturated forests to tidal marshland. They provide unique habitats such as 
breeding grounds for many species, controlled sediment transport, water quality benefits through 
nutrient uptake, flood control and relief, and groundwater recharge/discharge.  Because of the 
importance of these functions, both the state and federal government regulate activities in wetlands. In 
order to further protect wetland functions, the State also regulates a άōǳŦŦŜǊέ around each non-tidal 
wetland area. The United States Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is the federal regulatory authority and 
the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) is the State regulatory authority. Lakes, ponds, 
streams, rivers and bays are considered άwaterwaysέ and are subject to state and federal regulation 
when impacts occur in the waterway and to state regulation when impacts occur in the non-tidal 
floodplain.  
 
Activities in wetlands and waterways are subject to permitting from the state and federal agencies. State 
and Federal permits issued to SHA are obtained by the Environmental Programs Division (EPD) during 
the design phase of a project/ activity. The documented approvals are included in the άRequired Permitsέ 
section of the IFB to make contractors aware of the conditions required for construction, some of which 
may impact bid prices. 
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MDE Non-Tidal Wetlands & Waterways Permit 
 
The MDE Non-Tidal Wetlands and Waterways Permit (Permit) authorizes significant impacts to nontidal 
wetlands, wetland buffers, waterways, and the 100-year floodplain. This includes projects with 
cumulative permanent non-tidal wetland impacts greater than 5,000 square feet, permanent impacts to 
Non-tidal Wetlands of Special State Concern (NWSSC) and/or their 100-foot expanded buffers, 
permanent impacts to wetlands and/or their 25-foot buffers associated with Use III and IV streams, and 
major stream relocations. Often, but not always, Permits come with an associated mitigation 
requirement to compensate for these significant losses. 

 
A Permit generally consists of: 
¶ A description of the authorized work and impacts. 

¶ General conditions under which the work must be accomplished, including time-of-year restrictions on work in 
waterways and streams based upon its MDE Stream Use designation, and mitigation requirements (if applicable). 

¶ Special conditions specific to the project and resources when project constraints or site specific conditions 
warrant. 

¶ Impact plates illustrating the boundaries and types of wetlands, waterways, 100-year floodplain, buffers; and the 
areas of temporary and permanent impact authorized to allow construction. 

¶ Approved plan sheets that depict the authorized impacts to regulated resources when not already incorporated 
into the approved plan set. 

¶ Best Management Practices (BMP) to be implemented during and following construction. 

¶ MDSPGP-5 authorization, if applicable (see page 10 for details) 
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MDE Authorization to Proceed 

The MDE Authorization to Proceed (ATP) authorizes impacts to non-tidal waterways and the 100-year 
floodplain, but does not authorize impacts to non-tidal wetlands or their buffers. ATP is often used to 
authorize minor stream projects such as culvert repairs, outfall stabilizations, and bridge maintenance 
where no wetlands are present within the LOD. Additionally, projects which only propose disturbance 
in the 100-year floodplain are authorized under the ATP. 

An ATP generally consists of: 
¶ A description of the authorized work and impacts. 

¶ General conditions under which the work must be accomplished, including time-of-year restrictions on work in 
waterways and streams based upon its MDE Stream Use designation, and mitigation requirements (if applicable). 

¶ Special conditions specific to the project and resources when project constraints or site specific conditions 
warrant. 

¶ Impact plates illustrating the boundaries and types of wetlands, waterways, 100-year floodplain, buffers; and the 
areas of temporary and permanent impact authorized to allow construction. 

¶ Approved plan sheets that depict the authorized impacts to regulated resources when not already incorporated 
into the approved plan set. 

¶ Best Management Practices (BMP) to be implemented during and following construction. 

¶ MDSPGP-5 authorization, if applicable (see page 10 for details) 

 

 

 


