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TAPER LENGTH CRITERIA TABLE
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TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL TYPICAL APPLICATION

TAPER LENGTH CRITERIA TABLE
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TAPER LENGTH, L (FEET)TYPE OF TAPER

MERGING TAPER

SHIFTING TAPER

SHOULDER TAPER

(FLAGGING)

TWO-WAY TAPER 

TERMINATION TAPER

BY THE ENGINEER.

SHALL BE 1000 FEET MINIMUM, UNLESS DIRECTED 

THE MERGING TAPER LENGTH ON EXPRESSWAY/FREEWAY 

L MINIMUM.

LENGTH L, AT LEAST 0.5L MAY BE USED.

WHEN CONDITIONS DO NOT PERMIT SHIFTING TAPER 

L MINIMUM RECOMMENDED.

BY THE ENGINEER.

SHALL BE 330 FEET MINIMUM, UNLESS DIRECTED 

THE SHOULDER TAPER LENGTH ON EXPRESSWAY/FREEWAY 

1/3 L MINIMUM.

50 FEET MINIMUM, 100 FEET MAXIMUM.

100 FEET MINIMUM PER LANE OPENED.

THE MINIMUM TAPER LENGTH (L) SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS:

USED TO CALCULATE THE VALUE OF 2L.

SHOULD BE USED TO SEPARATE THE SHIFTS. THE LARGER OF THE TWO VALUES OF THE TWO OFFSETS SHOULD BE 

WHEN TWO CONSECUTIVE LANE SHIFTS IN ONE DIRECTION ARE USED, THE MINIMUM TANGENT APPROACH OF 2L 

OF 2L BETWEEN THE MERGING TAPERS SHOULD BE AT LEAST 2000 FEET.

MINIMUM DISTANCE (TANGENT APPROACH) OF 2L. FOR EXPRESSWAYS/FREEWAYS, THE MINIMUM TANGENT APPROACH 

WHEN MULTIPLE LANES IN ONE DIRECTION ARE CLOSED, THE MERGING TAPERS SHOULD BE SEPARATED BY A 

TAPER LENGTH CRITERIA TABLE ABOVE. REFER TO STANDARD MD 104.01-27.

AN "ABRUPT" LANE SHIFT IS ANY SHIFT WITH A TAPER LENGTH (L) LESS THAN THE VALUE SPECIFIED IN THE 
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