
 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX	H	
 Summary of Preferred Alternate and Conceptual Mitigation (PA/CM) 

 Agency Concurrences on PA/CM  

 Mitigation Field Review – Meeting Minutes 

 

 



Summary Statement for the  
SHA Preferred Alternative and Conceptual Mitigation Package  

& 
Agency Correspondence 

 
PACM Summary Statement 
 
Project Description: 

 
A study conducted for the MD 175 Project Planning Study has considered various alternatives to 
improve traffic operations and safety on the roadway segment that provides primary access to 
Fort Meade and Odenton in Anne Arundel County, a distance of approximately 5.5 miles. These 
alternatives included the No-Build; an Enhanced Transportation Systems Management 
Alternative, interchange improvements at MD 175/MD 295; intersection/interchange 
improvements at the entrances to Fort Meade; and, the widening of existing MD 175 to four, 
five, or six-lanes.  
 
Project Purpose Statement: 
 
The purpose of the MD 175 Project Planning Study is to improve the existing capacity, traffic 
operations, intermodal connectivity, and vehicular and pedestrian safety on MD 175, while 
supporting existing and planned development in the area.   
 
Purpose of Package: 
 
The purpose of the package is to update the interagency review group on recent project 
developments related to the Maryland Department of Environment’s (MDE) new stormwater 
management regulations and the Parkside development.  These developments have made minor 
changes to the environmental impacts along the corridor. The package also requests concurrence 
on the Maryland State Highway Administration’s (SHA) Preferred Alternative and Conceptual 
Mitigation for the MD 175 Project Planning Study. 
 
Description of the SHA Preferred Alternative: 
 
In order to satisfy the different goals of the corridor, multiple alternatives have been combined to 
create the SHA Preferred Alternative.  The SHA Preferred Alternative consists of Alternative 4 
Modified from Brock Bridge Road to MD 295, Alternative 6 with the 21 ½ Street Option from 
MD 295 to MD 32, and Alternative 2A (Enhanced TSM) from MD 32 to MD 170.  Alternative 4 
Modified includes widening the existing MD 175 to two lanes in each direction separated by an 
18-foot concrete median and adding a five-foot sidewalk on the north side of the roadway and an 
eight-foot hiker/biker trail on the south side of the roadway.  Alternative 6 with the 21 ½ Street 
Option includes widening the existing MD 175 to six lanes and adds a five-foot sidewalk on the 
north side of the roadway and an eight-foot hiker/biker trail on the south side of the roadway.  
Alternative 2A (Enhanced TSM) in Odenton would add a five-foot sidewalk on the north side of 
the roadway and an eight-foot hiker/biker trail on the south side of the roadway to the existing 
typical section.  At the MD 175/MD 295 interchange, Option F has been selected, which is a 
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cloverleaf interchange option that holds the existing southern edge of roadway in the interchange 
area and eliminates the loop ramps in northeast and northwest quadrants.  Traffic movements 
provided by these loop ramps would be relocated onto left turns at signalized intersections with 
MD 175 in the southeast and southwest quadrants, respectively.  This alternative best satisfies 
the different goals present along the corridor. 

 
Description of the Conceptual Mitigation: 

 
Wetland and Stream Mitigation  
 
SHA Preferred Alternative would impact a total of approximately 1.34 acres of wetlands.  Up to 
2.51 acres of wetland mitigation would be required to compensate for unavoidable wetland 
impacts associated with the Preferred Alternative.  With the exception of W4, located adjacent to 
southbound MD 175 and opposite Rae Road, all the impacted wetlands are small, isolated 
systems.  This amount of required mitigation is based on wetland replacement ratios stipulated in 
the Maryland Compensatory Mitigation Guidance developed by the Interagency Mitigation Task 
Force and Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR).  The goals of the mitigation are to replace, 
to preserve, and to enhance functions within the same watershed that were lost due to the impacts 
associated with the project.  The Preferred Alternative would impact a total of 730 linear feet of 
perennial streams, all of which requires 1:1 mitigation. 
 
Rather than conducting a full scale mitigation site search for the MD 175 Project Planning Study, 
SHA revisited sites previously identified for the MD 32/Fort Meade/the National Security 
Agency (NSA) mitigation site search conducted in Summer/Fall 2000.  During that time, a total 
of four mitigation sites were identified and reviewed by the regulatory agencies.  Site visits and 
soil profile borings were conducted on those sites where permission was granted by the property 
owners to access the properties.  Since the four sites identified in the MD 32/Fort Meade/NSA 
mitigation site search were never utilized, SHA reexamined these sites for the MD 175 Project 
Planning Study.   
 
In Summer 2009, SHA reevaluated the four sites identified in the MD 32/Fort Meade/NSA 
mitigation site report and determined that two sites – Meyers Site and Piera Site- were still 
potentially feasible and met with the regulatory agencies to review these sites on August 14, 
2009.  The regulatory agencies conveyed a slight preference for the Piera Site, although they 
requested additional research be conducted at each site before a final preference is identified.   
In addition to the Meyers and Piera Sites, SHA is evaluating a third site, known as PR-387 (also 
known as Whites Landing Road/Perrie Farm) to satisfy mitigation requirements for the MD 175 
Project Planning Study.  Site PR-387 was originally identified as a stream and wetland 
mitigation opportunity for SHA planning studies in the vicinity of the MD 175 Project Planning 
Study.  PR-387 was visited by the regulatory agencies in 2005.  At that time, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (Corps) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) requested that SHA 
install groundwater monitoring wells to further evaluate viability for wetland creation.  Two 
years of monitoring have been completed and, based upon the results of both years of 
monitoring, it is anticipated that the site could provide wetland creation in addition to stream 
restoration. 
 

H-2



SHA has also agreed to continue researching other potential sites within the Patuxent River 
Watershed that will satisfy and aggregate the mitigation needs for MD 175 and other future SHA 
projects in the vicinity. 
 
Site 1: Piera Site  
The Piera Site is located within the Patuxent River Watershed in Davidsonville, Anne Arundel 
County.  This site is bordered by Rossback Road to the north, US 50 to the south and Patuxent 
River Road to the west.  The site currently consists of a commercial turf field with a forested 
area to the east, which contains an irrigation pond.  The site is located adjacent to a Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Green Infrastructure hub.  This site has the potential to 
provide approximately 3 acres of wetland creation/mitigation on the east side of the property 
adjacent to the forested area and irrigation pond. 
 
Site 2: Meyers Site 
The Meyers Site is located within the Patuxent River Watershed at 1416 Meyers Station Road in 
Odenton, Anne Arundel County.  The site currently consists of fallow field with an existing farm 
pond and a stream that bisects the pasture from north to south.  Forested areas occur to the north 
and south of the open field.  The upper portion of the site is located within a DNR Green  
Infrastructure gap.  Additionally, the stream within the open field is a Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) targeted stream segment.  This site has the potential to provide 
approximately 2 to 3 acres of wetland creation/mitigation along the northern portion of the 
property on either side of the stream.  
 
Site 3: PR-387 Site 
PR-387, known as the former Perrie Farm Property, is located within the Patuxent River 
Watershed in Westwood, Prince George’s County.  The site is located toward the end of Whites 
Landing Road on the south side, within Patuxent River Park, and is owned by Maryland National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC).  The site currently consists of active 
agricultural fields, diverse meadows and drainage corridors with modest riparian communities.  
Patuxent River borders the property to the east, Full Mill Branch borders the property to the 
south and a small stream valley is located on the north side of the property.  Based on two years 
of groundwater monitoring, this site has the potential to provide approximately nine to 13 acres 
of wetland creation/mitigation on the east side of the property, adjacent to Patuxent River.  
 
Cultural Resources and Section 4(f) Mitigation  
 
SHA, in consultation with the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and other consulting parties, 
conducted an identification and evaluation of historic architectural and archeological resources in 
accordance with federal and state laws, which protect significant cultural resources.  Background 
research and field surveys were conducted to facilitate identification of cultural resources.  An 
Area of Potential Effect (APE) was delineated to identify resources and evaluate the potential 
impacts to those resources. 
 
All cultural resources identified during the architectural and archeological surveys were 
evaluated for their eligibility to be included on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  
All identified cultural resources were documented and submitted to MHT for eligibility 
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determinations or to comment on the need for further evaluation.  The MHT has determined that 
there are four historic resources eligible or listed on the NRHP within the project area- Odenton 
Historic District (AA-869), the Jones House (AA-743), the Trusty Friend (AA-123) and the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway (AA-5) and are considered Section 4(f) resources under the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 USC 303(c)).  . 
 
In addition to being listed on the NRHP, the Baltimore-Washington Parkway south of MD 175 is 
owned by the National Park Service (NPS), and is considered a Section 4(f) park resource.  The 
Preferred Alternative would impact a total of 1.4 acres of NPS property.  The right-of-way 
required from the NPS would use land to provide proposed interchange ramps improvements 
including additional lanes and the necessary grading and supporting slopes.  However, because 
the NPS property is currently used for highway access as part of the existing MD 175/MD 295 
interchange, the proposed improvements would not affect its functionality. 
 
Woodland Mitigation  
 
The SHA Preferred Alternative would impact 27.6 acres of forested land. The woodland impacts 
primarily would occur along the edges of existing roadways (Annapolis Road), as opposed to 
forest interior or other undisturbed habitats.  Reforestation would be provided at a 1:1 ratio, as 
consistent with the Maryland Reforestation Law. 
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SHA'S PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

AND CONCEPTUAL MITIGATION 


Project Name & Limits: MD 175: From MD 295 to MD 170 
~----~--~~----~-~~--Having reviewed the attached SHA~Preferred Alternative and Conceptual Mitigation 

concurrence/comment package and the summary presented above, the following agency (by 
signing this doc.;...;u:.:.::m.:.=e;..:.nt::L)~:______________________ .~---------__l 

_ Federal Highway Administration Fish and Wildlife Service _ MD Dept. of Natural Resources 
_ Environmental Protection Agency National Park Service _ MD Dept. of the Environment 
_ Corps of Engineers 

_ Concurs (without comments) _ Concurs (wI minor comments) _Does Not Concur 

Comments I Reasons for Non-Concurrence: 

Note: Do not provide "conditional" concurrence. You should either concur with the information as provided 
(without comments or with !!1l!!!2!. comments) or not concur until revisions are made or additional 
information is rovided. 

~~~~---------------------------------------------~ 

MD Historical Trust _ MD Department of Planning _ Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Fort Meade 

Please return to: 

Mr. Bradley Smith 
707 N. Calvert Street, C-301 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
(f) 410-209-5004 
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From: Redman, Tony [mailto:TRedman@dnr.state.md.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 17, 2010 8:44 AM 
To: Bradley Smith 
Cc: '; ''Jack Dinne'; ''Elder Ghigiarelli'; ''Steve Hurt' 
Subject: RE: Final MD 175 PACM- approval requested 

  
Bradley: 
Please accept this email as notice of Maryland DNR’s concurrence with the MD 175 
Project Planning Study PACM as well as the recent revisions to the PACM regarding 
the impact numbers and the inclusion of the third wetland mitigation site.  If you have 
any questions, or require a more formal letter of concurrence, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at your convenience. 
  
Tony 
Tony Redman 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Environmental Review 
Phone:  410-260-8336 
Fax:    410-260-833 
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From: T Tamburrino [mailto:TTamburrino@mdp.state.md.us]  
Sent: Friday, November 19, 2010 11:03 AM 
To: Bradley Smith 
Subject: RE: Final MD 175 PACM‐ approval requested 
 
Brad, 
The Maryland Historical Trust has reviewed the updated PACM for the MD 175 Project Planning Study.  
We are writing to confirm that our original concurrence with the document remains valid.  Thank you for 
the opportunity to review the updated report. 
Tim 
 
Tim Tamburrino 
Maryland Historical Trust / MDP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032 
410‐514‐7637 p 
410‐987‐4071 f 
ttamburrino@mdp.state.md.us 
mht.maryland.gov 
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From: Regina Aris [mailto:raris@baltometro.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2010 12:19 PM 
To: Bradley Smith 
Cc: stomlinson@baltometro.org 
Subject: MD 175 PACM 

Good Morning Mr. Smith: 
BMC staff has reviewed the changes to the PACM for MD 175 that we previously 
approved. Based on the scope of the recent changes we agree that it is not necessary 
for a formal re-concurrence, therefore our original concurrence is still valid. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review. Regina 
 
 
Regina Aris, Assistant Director & 
Manager of Policy Development 
Transportation Division 
Baltimore Metropolitan Council 
Offices @ McHenry Row 
1500 Whetstone Way, Suite 300 
Baltimore, MD 21230 
V 410-732-9572 // F 410-732-8248 
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