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MR. GREGORY WELKER
INTRODUCTION – MR. GREGORY WELKER

GOOD EVENING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.  I AM GREGORY WELKER, DISTRICT ENGINEER FOR THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION FOR DISTRICT 5, WHICH INCLUDES ANNE ARUNDEL, CALVERT, CHARLES AND SAINT MARY’S COUNTIES.  I AM THE HEARING OFFICER FOR THIS EVENING’S PUBLIC HEARING. TONIGHT’S HEARING IS BEING HELD jointly BY THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, the federal highway administration, AND the US army corps of engineers.  oN BEHALF OF THESE AGENCIES, I WELCOME YOU TO THE JOINT LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE MD 175 PROJECT PLANNING STUDY, WHICH IS LOCATED IN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY.  

AT THIS TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO INVITE ANY ELECTED OFFICIALS TO STAND FOR RECOGNITION.

(ACKNOWLEDGEMENT)


THIS EVENING'S PROCEEDINGS ARE BEING RECORDED AND THE TRANSCRIPT WILL BE AN OFFICIAL PART OF THE PROJECT RECORD.  THE TRANSCRIPT WILL BE AVAILABLE WITHIN APPROXIMATELY EIGHT WEEKS FOR REVIEWING AND COPYING AT THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION’S DISTRICT 5 OFFICE IN ANNAPOLIS, THE SHA MAINTENANCE SHOP IN DAYTON AND AT THE HEADQUARTERS OFFICE IN BALTIMORE. THE TRANSCRIPT WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE AT THE WEST COUNTYAREA, LINTHICUM AND PROVINCES LIBRARY BRANCHES.  THE ADDRESSES OF THESE PLACES ARE INDICATED IN YOUR BROCHURE.  IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT ANYONE WISHING TO REVIEW THE TRANSCRIPT FIRST TELEPHONE THE DISTRICT OFFICE OR THE ASSISTANT PROJECT MANAGER TO ASSURE ITS AVAILABILITY.  


AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT.  IT IS AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW AT THE LOCATIONS LISTED IN THE BROCHURE AND ONLINE AT MARYLANDROADS.COM.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC HEARING IS TO AQUAINT YOU WITH THE PROJECT AND TO PROVIDE ALL INTERESTED PERSONS THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS REGARDING THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT ALTERNATIVES FOR THE MD 175 PROJECT PLANNING STUDY FROM MD 295 TO MD 170.  WE WILL HOLD THE FORMAL RECORD OPEN UNTIL THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2008 TO RECEIVE WRITTEN COMMENTS RELATIVE TO THE IMPROVEMENT PROPOSALS.

(PAUSE)


OUR HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT PROCESS CONSISTS OF FOUR DISTINCT PHASES: PROJECT PLANNING, ENGINEERING OR FINAL DESIGN, RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION. 

THIS PROJECT IS CURRENTLY IN THE DETAILED engineering STUDY STAGE OF PROJECT PLANNING.  DURING THIS PHASE, THE LOCATION AND GENERAL DESIGN FEATURES OF THE PROJECT ARE DEFINED.  PROJECT PLANNING ACTIVITIES INCLUDE ENGINEERING AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES, AGENCY COORDINATION, AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT.  

THE NEXT PHASE OF HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT IS ENGINEERING OR FINAL DESIGN.  DURING THIS PHASE, CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS ARE PREPARED AND FINAL RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS ARE DETERMINED.  THE RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION PHASE USUALLY BEGINS ABOUT HALFWAY THROUGH THE DESIGN PHASE WHEN FINAL PROPERTY REQUIREMENTS HAVE BEEN DETERMINED.  THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE COULD BEGIN AFTER FINAL DESIGN IS COMPLETE AND RIGHT-OF-WAY HAS BEEN ACQUIRED.  

THIS PROJECT IS LISTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION PROGRAM OF THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION’S FISCAL YEAR 2008-2013 CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM, OR CTP.  THE PROJECT IS CURRENTLY FUNDED FOR PROJECT PLANNING ONLY.  IF THE STUDY CONCLUDES WITH THE SELECTION OF A BUILD ALTERNATIVE, THE PROJECT WILL BECOME A CANDIDATE FOR INCLUSION IN FUTURE PROGRAMS FOR DESIGN, RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUCTION.  

AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF ALL THE COMMENTS RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF THIS EVENING’S PUBLIC HEARING, INCLUDING THE WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE COMMENT PERIOD, THE PROJECT PLANNING TEAM WILL RECOMMEND AN ALTERNATIVE FOR SELECTION BY THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR.  LOCATION APPROVAL FROM THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION IS ANTICIPATED IN SPRING, 2009. 

YOUR ATTENTION IS NOW DIRECTED TO THE BROCHURE THAT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.  IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED ONE, COPIES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE RECEPTIONIST TONIGHT.  I URGE YOU TO REVIEW THE BROCHURE TO ENHANCE YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROJECT ALTERNATIVES.  

NAMES, ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF MEMBERS OF THE PROJECT PLANNING TEAM RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS PROJECT ARE LISTED IN THE BROCHURE. INQUIRIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THESE PERSONS.  


INTERESTED GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT ALREADY ON THE MAILING LIST FOR THIS PROJECT ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT THEIR NAMES TO OUR RECEPTIONIST.  THIS LIST WILL BE USED FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FUTURE PROJECT INFORMATION.  

AT THIS TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE THOSE REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION WHO WILL BE MAKING PRESENTATIONS THIS EVENING.

- 
DANIELLE EDMONDS, ASSISTANT PROJECT MANAGER


-
BRADLEY SMITH, ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGER


-
Susan bauer, DISTRICT #5 REAL PROPERTY MANAGER

-
TROY PARHAM, EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OFFICER


DANIELLE WILL now PRESENT A BRIEF PROJECT SUMMARY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE ALTERNATIVES UNDER CONSIDERATION.  DANIELLE.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION – DANIELLE EDMONDS

THANK YOU GREGORY.  GOOD EVENING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.  THE PURPOSE OF THE MD 175 PROJECT PLANNING STUDY IS TO improve existing capacity, traffic operations, intermodal connectivity, and vehicular and pedestrian safety of MD 175, while supporting existing and planned development in the area.  
MD 175 is functionally classified as an Urban Minor Arterial under both the State and Federal Functional Classification Systems.  Currently, MD 175 serves as primary access to Fort Meade and Odenton from MD 295 and MD 32.  In addition, this project will serve to accommodate future transportation needs in and around Fort Meade and assist in revitalizing the commercial district in North Odenton.  By improving MD 175, the project will improve connectivity between Odenton and MD 295.
The existing roadway typical section on MD 175 is variable throughout the corridor. The section of MD 175 from MD 295 to Rockenbach/Ridge Road is a two-lane undivided roadway with a speed limit of 45 mph. From Rockenbach/Ridge Road to Disney Road, MD 175 widens briefly to five lanes to accommodate a turn lane. From just east of Disney Road, MD 175 again becomes a two-lane roadway with no median. this section extends to Reece Road. The posted speed limit along this portion of MD 175 is 40 mph. From Reece Road to MD 32, MD 175 is a five-lane roadway with a continuous left turn lane. From MD 32 to Telegraph Road (MD 170), MD 175 is a four-lane roadway with no median. The speed limit along both of these sections of MD 175 is also 40 mph.

the STUDY TEAM HAS IDENTIFIED transportation alternatives that ADDRESS THE PROJECT NEED WHILE MINIMIZING IMPACTS TO THE SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.  A DECISION ON THESE ALTERNATIVES WILL BE MADE AFTER THE IMPACTS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC AND REVIEW AGENCIES HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED.

(PAUSE)
SEVEN MAINLINE alternatives, INCLUDING A NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE ARE UNDER CONSIDERATION.  WE ARE ALSO CONSIDERING ONE OPTION ALONG THE MAINLINE OF MD 175, FIVE OPTIONS FOR THE MD 295 interchange, and four OPTIONS FOR FORT meade access.  
THE FIRST ALTERNATIVE IS THE NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE.  THE NO‑BUILD ALTERNATIVE CONSISTS OF ROUTINE MAINTENANCE and spot improvements.  THESE MINOR IMPROVEMENTS WILL NOT BE EXPECTED TO AFFECT ROADWAY CAPACITY or major SAFETY CONCERNS, as they WILL be part of the normal maintenance and safety operations.  the no-build also PROVIDES A BASELINE FOR comparison of THE OTHER ALTERNATIVES RETAINED FOR DETAILED STUDY. WITH THE NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE, ALL SIGNALIZED INTERSECTIONS ALONG MD 175 WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE MD 32 INTERCHANGE WILL HAVE A FAILING LEVEL OF SERVICE IN EITHER OR BOTH OF THE AM AND PM PEAK HOUR.
THE NEXT ALTERNATIVE IS ALTERNATIVE 2, which IS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT, OR TSM.  uNDER THIS ALTERNATIVE, A WIDE RANGE OF SPOT IMPROVEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE CORRIDOR WILL BE MADE THAT ADDRESS THE MOST SERIOUS CONCERNS AT SPECIFIC LOCATIONS OR SEGMENTS OF ROADWAY.  THE TSM IMPROVEMENTS GENERALLY COULD BE CONSTRUCTED WITH RELATIVELY LOW COSTS, BUT WILL PROVIDE NO SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENTS IN CAPACITY OR OPERATIONS TO ADDRESS FUTURE TRAFFIC CONDITIONS.  EXAMPLES OF TSM IMPROVEMENTS THAT have been CONSIDERED FOR THE MD 175 CORRIDOR INCLUDE: INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS, SUCH AS THE ADDITION OF TURNING LANES OR IMPROVED SIGNAL TIMING; ACCESS MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE SAFETY AND OPERATIONS AT ACCESS POINTS, THE ADDITION OF CENTER TURN LANES AND AUXILIARY LANES TO IMPROVE CURRENT TRAFFIC OPERATIONS.
WITH THE TSM IMPROVEMENTS ALTERNATIVE, THE LEVEL OF SERVICE VARIES FROM LOCATION TO LOCATION. DETAILED INFORMATION ON TSM IMPROVEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE BROCHURE AND ON THE DISPLAYS.  

(PAUSE)

the third ALTERNATIVE, ALTERNATIVE 3 Consists of widening approximately 5.5 miles of MD 175 between Sellner/Race Road and MD 170 from two AND four lanes to six lanes following the existing centerline.  The proposed typical section consists of two 39 foot wide roadways, WHICH INCLUDES TWO TRAVEL LANES AND ONE BICYCLE COMPATIBLE TRAVEL LANE IN EACH DIRECTION separated by an 18-foot median.  Alternative 3 can tie into Alternative 4 or Alternative 5 west of Sellner/Race Road.  Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations WILL be included as part of this alternative.  Alternative 3 WILL  also include the reconstruction of the MD 175 bridges over MD 295 and MARC/amtrak Railroad, close to their current alignment.  

(PAUSE)
THE NEXT MAINLINE ALTERNATIVE IS ALTERNATIVE 4 MODIFIED.  Alternative 4 Modified EXTENDS 3 MILES AND ONLY applies to the western segment of the MD 175 CORRIDOR, between Brock Bridge Road and Reece Road.  THIS ALTERNATIVE WILL widen the roadway to four lanes, generally following the existing centerline of MD 175, and can tie into Alternative 2, 3, 6, or 6A at Reece Road.  The proposed typical section consists of two 28-foot wide roadways WHICH INCLUDES one TRAVEL LANE AND ONE BICYCLE COMPATIBLE TRAVEL LANE IN EACH DIRECTION, separated by an 18-foot median.  Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations wILL be included as part of this alternative. 

(PAUSE)

THE NEXT ALTERNATIVE, ALTERNATIVE 5 extends 3 miles and applies to the western segment of the md 175 corridor, between Brock Bridge Road and Reece Road.  this alternative will widen the roadway to five lanes generally following the existing centerline of MD 175, and can tie into Alternative 2, 3, 6 or 6A at Reece Road. The proposed typical section consists of a 66‑foot wide roadway, WHICH INCLUDES one TRAVEL LANE,ONE BICYCLE COMPATIBLE TRAVEL LANE IN EACH DIRECTION, and one continuous 12-foot vehicle center turn lane.  Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations will be included as part of this alternative.  

(PAUSE)

the sixth ALTERNATIVE, ALTERNATIVE 6, incorporates all of the improvements of Alternative 3 but proposes southern and northern alignment shifts to minimize or avoid environmental impacts and/or commercial and residential displacements.  The Alternative 6 alignment proposes new bridges at two locations, namely MD 175 over MD 295 and MD 175 over the MARC/CSX Railroad. Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations WILL be included as part of this alternative.
(Pause)
The last mainline alternative being considered, Alternative 6A is a resource minimization alternative. Alternative 6A includes the same typical section and utilizes the same alignment as Alternative 6 between Sellner/Race Road and MD 32, but Alternative 6A proposes a northern alignment shift to minimize or avoid environmental impacts and/or commercial/residential displacements along the south side of MD 175 between md 32 and md 170.  The shifted alignment proposes a new bridge at MD 175 over the MARC/amtrak Railroad.  

(Pause)


in addition to the mainline alternatives, an option is being considered for the md 175 mainline.
tHE MAINLINE OPTION, CALLED THE 21 ½ Street option, is compatible with all the build alternatives excluding the tsm altenative.  this alternative proposes a southern alignment shift from DISNEY ROAD to Reece Road in order to provide MORE DISTANCE TO EXISTING FORT MEADE BUILDINGS FOR SAFETY.   

(PAUSE)

FIVE INTERCHANGE OPTIONS are UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR the MD 175 and md 295 interchange.  
THE FIRST interchange OPTION, OPTion A2 IS COMPATIBLE WITH Alternative 6 and 6a.  THIS OPTION UTILIZES a mainline shift to the north with a Single Point Urban Interchange. all of the ramps to and from MD 295 at MD 175 WILL be realigned to function with one traffic signal in the center of the MD 175 bridge over MD 295 to control all conflicting movements.

(PAUSE)

THE SECOND interchange OPTION, Option E, IS ALSO COMPATIBLE WITH Alternative 6 AND 6A.  Option E utilizes a northerly shift in the alignment of MD 175 with A full diamond interchange. THIS OPTION WILL eliminate all loop ramps and relocate the traffic movements provided by each of the loop ramps onto left turns at signalized intersections in each of the four quadrants ON MD 175.

(PAUSE)

THE THIRD interchange OPTION, Option F, IS Compatible with Alternative 3.  OPTION F IS A partial cloverleaf interchange option which proposes to hold the existing southern edge of the roadway along md 175 in the interchange area and WILL eliminate the loop ramps in the northeast and northwest quadrants.  Traffic movements WILL be relocated onto left turns at signalized intersections with MD 175 in the southeast and southwest quadrants, respectively.

(PAUSE)

the next two options for the md 175 and md 295 interchange are ramp options for the southeast quadrant. THE first OPTION IS Max Blobs Option A.  With this option, drivers will exit at two points along the proposed outer ramp in the southeast quadrant of the md 175/md 295 interchange. Drivers destined to Clark/Max Blob’s Park Road WILL exit mid-ramp onto Max Blob’s Park Road, and travel to the signalized intersection with MD 175 to access clark road.  drivers destined to MD 175 eastbound and westbound will continue on the relocated interchange ramp to the MD 175/MD 295 signalized intersection.
(PAUSE)

the LAST interchange OPTION, IS Max Blobs Option B.  With this option, drivers will exit at two points along the proposed outer ramp in the southeast quadrant of the md 175 and md 295 interchange.  drivers destined to Clark/Max Blob’s Park Road and MD 175 eastbound WILL exit mid-ramp onto Max Blob’s Park Road and travel to the signalized intersection with MD 175.  drivers destined to MD 175 westbound WILL continue on the relocated interchange ramp to the MD 175/MD 295 signalized intersection.

(PAUSE)

NEXT, THE FOUR FORT MEADE ACCESS OPTIONS WILL BE DESCRIBED. CURRENTLY, FORT MEADE HAS four GATES THAT OPERATE along md 175.  these gates are located AT ROCKENBACK/RIDGE ROAD, REECE ROAD, MAPES ROAD AND LLWELLYN AVENUE.  
THE FIRST FORT MEADE ACCESS OPTION IS CALLED General Fort Meade Access Option A.  This option consists of at-grade intersection widening at Rockenbach Road, Reece Road, Mapes Road, and Llewellyn Avenue.  This option WILL not significantly change the way drivers enter and exit Fort Meade onto MD 175, but WILL increase the capacity of the subject intersections by adding left turn lanes, right turn lanes, and/or through lanes.

(PAUSE)

THE SECOND FORT MEADE ACCESS OPTION IS General Fort Meade Access Option B.  general fort meade access OPTION B CONSISTS OF A continuous flow intersection WITH an at-grade intersection improvement at either Reece Road or Mapes Road.  The result is a reduction in travel delays and increased capacity at either reece Roador mapes road.

(PAUSE)

THE third FORT MEADE ACCESS OPTION IS Reece Road Option B ModifieD.  This option WILL provide a new exit from Fort Meade at 18th Street.  Drivers wanting to travel westbound on MD 175 WILL exit Fort Meade using a grade-separated bridge that passes over eastbound MD 175 and merges onto westbound MD 175.  All of the other MD 175 entrances into Fort Meade, including Reece Road WILL remain in operation and WILL be widened.

(Pause)

THE last FORT MEADE ACCESS OPTION IS Mapes Road Option B.  This option WILL significantly enhance the capacity of the Mapes Road entrance to Fort Meade by providing a ramp for westbound MD 175 traffic to enter the Fort using a grade-separated bridge over eastbound MD 175.  To exit Fort Meade, drivers traveling westbound and northbound WILL use the at-grade signalized intersection at Mapes Road and MD 175, as with current conditions.  Drivers traveling eastbound WILL have a free right turn onto MD 175, thus avoiding the signalized intersection.


(PAUSE)

BRADLEY SMITH WILL NOW PRESENT THE preliminary results of the ENVIRONMENTAL studies performed for this project. BRADLEY.
ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW- BRADLEY SMITH


THANK YOU, danielle.  THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION CONDUCTED A DETAILED ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS OF THE STUDY AREA TO DETERMINE THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES. A COMPARISON OF IMPACTS FOR EACH ALTERNATIVE AND OPTION IS PROVIDED IN THE SUMMARY OF IMPACTS TABLE IN YOUR BROCHURE.
(pAUSE)

up TO five RESIDENTIAL DISPLACEMENTS AND A MAXIMUM OF FORTY-ONE BUSINESS DISPLACEMENTS MAY BE required WITH THE BUILD ALTERNATIVES.  DEPENDING ON THE ALTERNATIVE, UP TO 130.5 ACRES OF RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION may be required.  
FOUR historic Properties were identified within the study area.  The ODENTON HISTORIC DISTRICT, THE JONES HOUSE, AND THE TRUSTY FRIEND ARE ELIGIBLE FOR LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, AND THE BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON PARKWAY, OWNED BY THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, IS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES.  
in accordANCE WITH SECTION 106 OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT, THIS PUBLIC HEARING PROVIDES THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC INPUT REGARDING EFFECTS TO HISTORIC RESOURCES.  PUBLIC VIEWS ON THE RESOLUTION OF ADVERSE EFFECTS ON HISTORIC RESOURCES ARE BEING SOUGHT.

THE MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST HAS CONCUrRED with sha’s determination THAT THE PROJECT would have adverse effects on historic properties within the study area.  IN ADDITION, The build alternatives, excluding the TSM Alternative, may impact the Nichols-Bethel Cemetery.  
(PAUSE)
The Odenton Historic District and the Jones House would be adversely affected under Alternatives 3 and 6, but not Alternative 6A, which shifts to avoid these resources.  The only contributing element to the Odenton Historic District that would be directly impacted by any of the build alternatives is the Jones House property.  
The Jones House property would be displaced by both mainline Alternatives 3 and 6.  Alternative 3 widens to both sides of the existing roadway while alternative 6 proposes an alignment shift to the south to avoid the Nichols-Bethel Church Cemetery.  

The Trusty Friend would be adversely affected by grading and pavement impacts to its frontage as a result of widening MD 175 under either Alternative 4 Modified or 5.  The house will remain set back over THREE-HUNDRED feet from the proposed edge of roadway and no impacts to its access are anticipated.

The Baltimore-Washington Parkway would be adversely affected by all build alternatives except for the tsm and Interchange Options A2 or Option E is chosen.  Interchange Option F will have no adverse effect on the Baltimore-Washington Parkway.  

(pause)


UP TO 1,635 LINEAR FEET OF streams WOULD BE IMPACTED BY MD 175 roadway improvements, excluding the tsm alternative.  SEVENTEEN wetlands Exist THROUGHOUT the project area.  
(PAUSE)

The State Highway Administration, through consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has identified waters of the United States, including jurisdictional WETLANDS THAT are regulated by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
Impacts to OPEN Water/Wetlands would range from  0.2 acre to 2.3 acres depending on the   build alternative and options.  This public hearing provides the opportunity to present views, opinions and information, which will be considered by the Corps in evaluating a Department of the Army permit.  All comments received will become part of the formal project record.  Copies of any written statements expressing concern for aquatic resources may be submitted to Mr. John J. Dinne, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, CENAB-OP-Rt, P.O. Box 1715, Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715 until july 31, 2008.
The Corps' permit decision will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts including the direct, secondary and cumulative impacts of the proposed project on the public interest.  The benefits which may reasonably be expected to accrue from the proposed project must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which are relevant to the proposed project will be considered, including cumulative effects.  Among these factors are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, threatened and endangered species, parklands, community and business impacts, and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.




(PAUSE)
UP TO 32.2 ACRES OF Woodland impacts WOULD OCCUR UNDER the build ALTERNATIVEs and various options.  MOST FOREST IMPACTS OCCUR ALONG THE EXISTING ROADWAY.  THE MARYLAND REFORESTATION LAW REQUIRES A 1 TO 1 REPLACEMENT RATIO FOR FOREST IMPACTS.  
there are up to 80 properties with potential for hazardous materials that could be affected by the build alternatives.  depending on the area required for acquisition, further investigations of some or all of these sites could be required and would be conducted prior to acquisition.
(PAUSE)


NOISE LEVEL MEASUREMENTS WERE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE STUDY AREA.  EIGHT noise sensitive areas would experience build year noise levels which approach or exceed the federal noise abatement criteria as a result of the build alternatives.   Based on the noise analysis, two of these locations warrant further consideration of noise abatement measures. 
A final decision on the implementation of noise abatement measures will be made during the design phase of the project. this concludes the environmental overview.  please refer to your brochures for additional information.
mS. SUSAN BAUER OF DISTRICT 5 RIGHT-OF-WAY WILL NOW DESCRIBE THE PROCEDURES BY WHICH RIGHT-OF-WAY IS ACQUIRED FOR HIGHWAY PROJECTS.  SUSAN.
RIGHT-OF-WAY AND RELOCATION ASSISTANCE-susan bauer


THANK YOU BRADLEY.  GOOD EVENING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.  THE ACQUISITION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY AND RELOCATION ASSISTANCE FOR THIS PROJECT CANNOT BE UNDERTAKEN UNTIL FUNDS ARE PROGRAMMED AND INCLUDED IN THE CONSOLIDATED TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.
THE PROCEDURES FOR ACQUIRING PROPERTIES BY THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION DIFFER SOMEWHAT FROM THE NORMAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS.  THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO SECURE AT LEAST ONE APPRAISAL ON EACH AFFECTED PROPERTY AND TO OFFER THE OWNERS THE AMOUNT DETERMINED BY THE APPRAISAL TO BE JUST COMPENSATION FOR THE PROPERTY RIGHTS TO BE ACQUIRED.  EACH PROPERTY OWNER WILL BE PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO ACCOMPANY THE APPRAISER DURING THE INSPECTION OF THE PROPERTY.  AFTER JUST COMPENSATION IS ESTABLISHED, A REAL ESTATE OFFICER WILL MEET WITH YOU OR CONTACT YOU BY LETTER TO DISCUSS THE ACQUISITION AND HOW THE CONSTRUCTION WILL AFFECT YOUR PROPERTY. AT THAT TIME, OUR REPRESENTATIVES WILL ALSO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS AND EXPLAIN THE OFFER.  IF THE STATE AND THE PROPERTY OWNER CANNOT REACH AN AGREEMENT THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS, THE RIGHTS OF THE PROPERTY OWNER WILL BE PROTECTED BY ACQUIRING THE PROPERTY RIGHTS THROUGH THE EMINENT DOMAIN PROCESS.

THIS PROCESS PROVIDES A MEANS FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER'S POINT OF VIEW TO BE HEARD AND PERMITS THE AMOUNT OF JUST COMPENSATION TO BE ESTABLISHED BY EITHER A BOARD OF PROPERTY REVIEW, A JUDGE, OR A JURY BASED ON THE TESTIMONY GIVEN ON BEHALF OF BOTH THE OWNER AND THE STATE.  I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO KEEP OUR NEGOTIATIONS ON FRIENDLY TERMS.

IN ADDITION TO THE AMOUNT PAID FOR THE PROPERTY, THE STATE'S RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM WILL PROVIDE ADVISORY ASSISTANCE AND MAY PROVIDE CERTAIN MONETARY PAYMENTS TO HOMEOWNERS AND TENANTS WHICH MUST RELOCATE.  ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCES MAY BE PAID FOR MOVING EXPENSES.  EACH CASE WILL BE ANALYZED AND YOU WILL BE INFORMED OF YOUR ELIGIBILITY BY THE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE OFFICER TO THE PROJECT.  NO PERSON WILL BE RELOCATED WITHOUT A MINIMUM OF 90 DAYS NOTICE.  EACH CASE WILL BE ANALYZED AND YOU WILL BE INFORMED OF YOUR ELIGIBILITY BY THE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE OFFICER TO THE PROJECT.
BROCHURES ENTITLED "YOUR LAND AND YOUR HIGHWAYS" AND “RELOCATION: YOUR RIGHTS AND BENEFITS” ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE RECEPTIONIST.  THESE BROCHURES EXPLAIN THE PROCEDURES USED BY THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION FOR ACQUIRING RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND EXPLAINS YOUR RIGHTS AND BENEFITS PROVIDED THROUGH THE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.  IT SHOULD ANSWER MANY OF YOUR QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACQUISITION PROCESS AND THE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.
RIGHT-OF-WAY AND RELOCATION INFORMATION FOR EACH ALTERNATIVE IS SHOWN IN THE SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES IN THE PROJECT BROCHURE. 
(PAUSE)

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MAPPING WALL DISPLAYS TO ANSWER ANY SPECIFIC QUESTIONS THAT YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING THIS PROJECT.  I WILL BE AVAILABLE AFTER THE MEETING TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING THE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

IF, AT A LATER DATE, QUESTIONS ARISE, FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME AT MY OFFICE IN ANNAPOLIS.  THE ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER CAN BE FOUND IN THE PROJECT BROCHURE.  TROY PARHAM WILL NOW SUMMARIZE THE DEPARTMENT'S TITLE VI PROGRAM.  TROY.
TITLE VI PROGRAM-TROY PARHAM 


THANK YOU SUSAN.  GOOD EVENING. I AM AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OFFICER FROM THE OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AT THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION.  I WILL EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TITLE VI AND EXECUTIVE ORDER 12898 - THE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ACT - AS THEY RELATE TO THIS JOINT PUBLIC HEARING.  TITLE VI IS AN AMENDMENT TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964, WHICH PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION ON THE GROUNDS OF RACE, COLOR OR NATIONAL ORIGIN IN ANY PROGRAM RECEIVING FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. SUPPLEMENTAL LEGISLATION ALSO PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF SEX, AGE, RELIGION AND PHYSICAL AND/OR MENTAL HANDICAP.


TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THIS IMPORTANT MANDATE, THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION ESTABLISHED A TITLE VI UNIT.  TO DATE, EACH OF OUR OFFICES INVOLVED IN THIS PROJECT HAS COMPLIED WITH THAT MANDATE.  IT IS THE TITLE VI UNIT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL PHASES OF THE MD 175 PROJECT PLANNING STUDY ARE COMPLETED IN A NON-DISCRIMINATORY MANNER FROM THE INITIAL PLANNING STAGES THROUGH THE ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROJECT.


THE PURPOSE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE EXECUTIVE ORDER IS TO IDENTIFY AND ADDRESS DISPROPORTIONATELY HIGH AND ADVERSE HUMAN HEALTH OR ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ON MINORITY POPULATIONS OR LOW INCOME POPULATIONS.  AN IMPORTANT OBJECTIVE OF THIS ORDER IS TO ENCOURAGE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OF THESE GROUPS IN THE PLANNING PROCESS.


I AM REQUESTING YOUR PARTICIPATION IN ASSISTING US WITH OUR COMPLIANCE EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT ALL PHASES OF THE TRANSPORTATION PROCESS ARE CARRIED OUT SUCCESSFULLY.  FOR MORE SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONCERNING THE TITLE VI LEGISLATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, I REFER YOU TO THE BROCHURES WHICH ARE ON THE RECEPTIONIST’S TABLE.


HOWEVER, IF YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE BEEN THE RECIPIENT OF ANY TYPE OF DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT, YOU MAY ADDRESS YOUR CONCERNS IN WRITING TO MS. JENNIFER JENKINS, DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, AT THE ADDRESS LISTED IN THE BROCHURE.


I WILL NOW YIELD THE FLOOR BACK TO GREGORY, SO HE CAN PROCEED WITH THE HEARING.

CONCLUSIONS: gregory welker


THANK YOU TROY.  THIS CONCLUDES OUR FORMAL PRESENTATION.  A COMMENT BOX HAS BEEN PLACED ON THE RECEPTIONIST'S TABLE FOR WRITTEN COMMENTS. YOU MAY ALSO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE MAILERS INCLUDED IN THE PROJECT BROCHURES.  AS I MENTIONED EARLIER, ALL TESTIMONY WILL BE MADE PART OF THE PROJECT RECORD AND WILL BE CONSIDERED IN THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS. 


WE WILL NOW PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE TESTIMONY OF ANYONE WHO WISHES TO COMMENT ON THE PROJECT, STARTING WITH THE ELECTED OFFICIALS.

ARE THERE ANY ELECTED OFFICIALS WHO would LIKE TO MAKE A STATEMENT?  

(RECEIVE ANY ELECTED OFFICIAL STATEMENTS)


WE WILL NOW BEGIN WITH THOSE WHO HAVE REGISTERED TO SPEAK.  PLEASE TRY TO LIMIT YOUR COMMENTS TO ISSUES OF CONCERN WITHIN THE STUDY AREA.   there will be a three minute TIME LIMIT for each speaker AND TIME CAN NOT BE TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER PERSON.  ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY MAY BE GIVEN PRIVATELY TO A COURT REPORTER OR IN WRITING.  THERE IS NO TIME LIMIT FOR PRIVATE OR WRITTEN TESTIMONY. PLEASE DIRECT YOUR ATTENTION TO THE EXAMPLE OF THE TIMER ON THE SCREEN.  ONCE THE SCREEN TURNS RED, YOUR TIME WILL BE UP.  
(PAUSE)


IF ANYONE HAS A COMMENT ABOUT THE ROADWAY SYSTEM OUTSIDE THE LIMITS OF THE STUDY, THEY ARE ENCOURAGED TO DISCUSS THEIR CONCERNS WITH THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION STAFF AT THE END OF THE HEARING. 


WHEN I CALL YOUR NAME, PLEASE COME FORWARD TO THE MICROPHONE.  AFTER ALL OF THE REGISTERED SPEAKERS ARE FINISHED, ANYONE ELSE WHO WISHES TO SPEAK MAY DO SO. PLEASE GIVE YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND AFFILIATION, IF ANY.

(TESTIMONY)


IS THERE ANYONE ELSE WHO would LIKE TO COMMENT AT THIS TIME?


IF NOT, LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT NO FURTHER VERBAL COMMENTS WERE OFFERED.  AS INDICATED EARLIER, THE PURPOSE OF TONIGHT'S HEARING WAS TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENTS ON THE PROJECT PRESENTED THIS EVENING.  ALL STATEMENTS AND COMMENTS RECEIVED, BOTH ORAL AND WRITTEN, WILL BE CONSIDERED IN PREPARING A FINAL RECOMMENDATION TO THE SHA ADMINISTRATOR.  RECEIPT OF LOCATION/DESIGN APPROVAL WILL BE ADVERTISED IN THE SAME NEWSPAPERS USED FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING.  


I ENCOURAGE INTERESTED GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT ALREADY ON THE MAILING LIST FOR THIS PROJECT, TO SUBMIT THEIR NAMES TO THE RECEPTIONIST.  THIS LIST WILL BE USED TO NOTIFY YOU OF SUBSEQUENT EVENTS AND TO DISTRIBUTE INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE PROJECT.  REMEMBER THAT THE HEARING RECORD WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL date TO RECEIVE WRITTEN STATEMENTS.  THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING TONIGHT'S HEARING AND FOR THE INTEREST YOU HAVE SHOWN IN THE HIGHWAY DEVELOPMENT PROCESS AS IT RELATES TO THIS PROJECT.  THIS LOCATION/DESIGN PUBLIC HEARING IS OFFICIALLY ADJOURNED.  

GOOD NIGHT
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