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Welcome
MD 97 (Montgomery Hills)

Project Planning Study

Public Meeting
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PURPOSE OF THE MEETING

To formally introduce the public to the MD 97 (Montgomery  
Hills) Project Planning Study topics, goals, and timeline

To provide an opportunity for interested individuals,  
associations, businesses, citizen groups, and government 
agencies to offer comments on priorities and challenges within 
the project area
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PROJECT LOCATION
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PROJECT PURPOSE

To establish a balanced approach to transportation within 
the MD 97 corridor that:

Evaluates vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle  
mobility and safety concerns

Accommodates proposed transit enhancements 

Establishes a sense of place within the corridor 





Develop Purpose and Need Statement
Conduct preliminary environmental 
inventory

Evaluate comments from public and 
regulatory agencies

Develop Detailed Alternatives
Perform detailed environmental analysis
Prepare draft environmental document Pu
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*Each phase is funded 
 separately in the Consolidated 
 Transportation Program

Alternatives Public Workshop 

Initiation & Scoping Process 

Location/Design Public Hearing 

Obtain Location & Design Approvals

Select alternatives for detailed study

Develop Preliminary Alternatives
Conduct travel demand analysis

Evaluate comments from public and
regulatory agencies

Prepare final environmental document
Perform additional studies, if necessary

Select Preferred Alternative

WE ARE
HERE
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
ROADWAY

7-lane roadway (3 NB lanes,           
3 SB lanes, reversible lane)
Signalized intersections at: 

Forest Glen Road 
I-495 interchange 
Seminary Place 
Columbia Boulevard 
16th Street 

Numerous commercial  
access points
High traffi c volumes 
High crash rates 
Poor Level of Service at  
many intersections

PEDESTRIAN / BICYCLE 
Sidewalks not compliant  
with Americans with 
Disabilities Act standards
Limited crosswalks 
No on-road bicycle  
accommodations

TRANSIT SERVICES
Metrobus 
Ride-On Bus 
Metrorail 
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*Crash types significantly higher than statewide average

MD 97 CRASHES 2007-2009

*Rear End 47%

Opposite Direction 1%

*Other 4%

Fixed Object 1%

*Pedestrian 2%

*Angle 13%

*Left Turn  6%

*Sideswipe 26%

(based on 380 police-reported crashes)

Notes: 
 - Truck-related crashes accounted for 

6% of the overall total
 - No crashes involving parked vehicles 

occured during this period

SAFETY SUMMARY
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

Numerous businesses  
along MD 97
Residential  
neighborhoods
Environmental Justice  
populations
Community facilities: 

Churches / cemeteries 
Montgomery Hills Park 
Public parking lots 
Water tower 
Forest Glen Metro Station 
Silver Spring Volunteer Fire  

Department

One identifi ed historic  
district and several 
potentially historic 
buildings
Minimal natural  
environmental features
Potential hazardous  
materials sites
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PROJECT NEEDS
Improved Vehicular Circulation

Unobstructed Pedestrian Access
Sidewalks along this corridor are generally  
non-compliant with Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) standards.  Signs and 
utility poles on sidewalks in both directions 
along MD 97 present numerous obstacles 
and pinch points for wheelchair accessibility.

The Montgomery Hills section of MD 97  
carries more vehicular traffi c than any other 
non-interstate road in Montgomery County. 
Access to side streets and local businesses 
along the corridor is diffi cult.
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PROJECT NEEDS
Designated Bicycle Access

The lack of dedicated bicycle lanes and  
road-sharing signage or markings has made 
it diffi cult for bicyclists to travel through 
the area. Conditions created by heavy 
traffi c volumes and the lack of shoulders 
discourages bicycle use.

Improved Transit Accessibility
Transit accessibility within the study corridor  
is impeded by the high levels of traffi c 
congestion along MD 97 and the lack of 
adequate pedestrian/bicyclist connectivity 
throughout the study area.
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PROJECT NEEDS
Improved Safety 

380 police-reported crashes occurred from  
2007 through 2009. Approximately 150 
of those crashes (40 percent) resulted in 
injuries; none were fatal.

Established Sense of Place
Existing conditions create a disorienting  
environment for motorists, especially 
for those exiting and entering I-495. For 
motorists unfamiliar with the corridor, the 
reversible lane, cluttered signage, and 
unclear lane markings are a source of 
apprehension. 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
(STICKER EXERCISE)

For this exercise, please place your stickers under the 
project needs categories that are most important to 
you. You can use all of your stickers on one category or 
distribute them among several choices.

This information will become a major consideration for 
the project as we move into the alternatives development 
stage in the process.

Please speak to a team member if you have questions.
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PROJECT NEEDS
Improved Vehicular Circulation Unobstructed Pedestrian Access Designated Bicycle Access

Improved Transit  Accessibility Improved Safety Established Sense of Place

If you know of project needs not listed on this board, please write them on the Additional Project Needs board.
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ADDITIONAL PROJECT NEEDS
Please list additional project needs:
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PROJECT CHALLENGES

Limited Right-of-Way : Multiple access points and varying 
building offsets will make it diffi cult to propose alternatives 
involving signifi cant widening or drainage upgrades.

Multiple Utilities : Overhead power lines are expensive to 
relocate and will become diffi cult to avoid with widening or 
sidewalk modifi cations.

Stormwater Management :  Existing stormwater 
management accommodations are scarce, and right-of-way 
constraints will make it diffi cult to upgrade the project area 
to current environmental standards.
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PROJECT CHALLENGES

Heavy Congestion : High vehicular volumes will make 
it diffi cult to propose improvements that will impact the 
overall Level Of Service, especially as it relates to I-495. 

Balancing the Needs of All Modes : Limited right-of-
way and heavy congestion in this area will make it diffi cult 
to accommodate all modes of travel (driving, walking, 
cycling, and transit). Striking an appropriate balance with 
the various modes of travel may result in trade-offs as 
alternatives are developed. 



AS VEHICLE OPERATORS ON MARYLAND ROADS
BICYCLISTS HAVE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

   It’s the law: 
  Section 21-1202 Annotated Code of Maryland

   It’s MDOT Policy:
  Twenty-Year Bicycle and Pedestrian Access Master Plan

   As part of roadway construction projects, SHA provides on-road features like these: 
  

   And off-road features like:
  

“Vehicle” means any device in, on, or by which any
individual or property is or might be transported
or towed on a highway.
  Annotated Code of Maryland

bicycle lane/pocket 
bike lane markings

Bicycles provide a valuable transportation
option for many people and will help 
Maryland meet our state’s long-term 
transportation needs.

Bicycle Route & Share the 
Road signage

minimum four-foot-wide
shoulder

wide outside lane for
bicycle compatibility

shared-use path (hiker/biker trail)



BICYCLE FAQ

I bike—where can I get more information on bicycling in Maryland?
Additional information is available on SHA’s website at www.marylandroads.com, click on Bicycling under EXPLORE MD, or by telephone at 1-888-204-4828.  
Handout materials are also available at the bicycling station during today’s meeting.
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Montgomery County BRT Study
In July 2011, Montgomery County DOT released its Countywide Bus Rapid  
Transit Feasibility Study, which outlines a 150-mile bus rapid transit (BRT) 
network of 16 routes throughout the county.  Recommended improvements 
for various segments include dedicated bus lanes, traffi c signal 
prioritization, bus queue jumps, and premium upgraded bus stations. 
The MD 97 (Montgomery Hills) area was evaluated as part of the “MD 97/
Georgia Avenue South (4b)” route. The study can be found on Montgomery 
County’s website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov.

Montgomery County Forest Glen Passageway Feasibility Study
To improve pedestrian access to the Forest Glen Metro Station,  
Montgomery County DOT is currently evaluating a number of options to 
address safety concerns, especially those related to crossing MD 97 and 
to ADA accessibility. Alternatives under consideration include pedestrian/
bicyclist bridge and tunnel alternatives at the MD 97/MD 192 intersection.  
The county anticipates holding a workshop to present the alternatives to 
the public on Tuesday, April 10, 2012.

RELATED PROJECTS
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RELATED PROJECTS

Montgomery County Seminary Road Project
Montgomery County DOT is conducting a separate project on Seminary  
Road at Brookville Road/Linden Lane/Seminary Place/Second Avenue, just 
west of MD 97.  The project involves reducing the number of intersections 
from six to four and making a number of roadway improvements, including 
lane reductions, signage modifi cations, and additional bicycle and parking 
accommodations. The project is on hold pending funding decisions.

Montgomery County Georgia Avenue Study 
The Montgomery County Planning Department completed the Georgia  
Avenue Study in 2008. This study is an urban design analysis of the 
Georgia Avenue Corridor throughout Montgomery County and contains 
a design vision for the corridor intended to guide future master and 
sector plans and infrastructure improvements.  The MD 97 (Montgomery 
Hills) Project Planning Study will consider these recommendations when 
developing alternatives. 
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Purpose and Need Workshop – March 2012

Develop Preliminary Alternatives – Spring/Summer 2012

Conduct Alternatives Public Workshop – Winter 2012/2013

Conduct Location/Design Public Hearing – Winter 2013/2014

Identify Selected Alternative – Fall 2014

Receive Location/Design Approval – Spring 2015

NEXT STEPS
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For more information and updates on the MD 97 (Montgomery 
Hills) Project Planning Study, please visit www.roads.
maryland.gov under Projects and Studies, SHA Projects Page, 
Montgomery County.

Contact:

STAY CONNECTED

Maryland State Highway Administration
Project Management Division
Mailstop C-301
707 N. Calvert Street
Baltimore, MD  21202

Mr. Jeremy Beck
Project Manager
Phone: 410-545-8518
Toll Free: 800-548-5026
The MD Relay Service can assist      
    teletype users at 7-1-1.
jbeck@sha.state.md.us




