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SECTION V 
COMMENTS AND COORDINATION 

 
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) in coordination with the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) introduced the US 50 Crossing Study to the public in 
the Spring of 2005.  Three identical Informational Open House Meetings were held over 
a two day span on June 8 and 9, 2005 at the Roland E. Powell Convention Center in 
Ocean City, MD.  The Open House was an opportunity to introduce the project, provide 
information about the purpose of the project, and to promote public participation and 
input. 
 
SHA held three identical Public Meetings at the Roland E. Powell Convention Center in 
Ocean City, MD over a two day span on October 6 and 7, 2005.  These sessions updated 
the public on the progress of the project particularly in regard to the development of 
preliminary concepts, as well as community and natural resource issues.   
 
On June 1 and 2, 2006, SHA presented the Alternates Public Workshops at the Roland E. 
Powell Convention Center in Ocean City, MD.  These workshops presented the results of 
the preliminary study of the US 50 Crossing project with the presentation of eight 
alternatives.  Project information displayed included maps depicting alternatives under 
consideration, traffic data and environmental impacts.  During the workshops, project 
team members addressed questions and concerns from the public, and collected verbal 
and written comments that required written responses.  These workshops generated 
approximately 340 total responses with the majority of opposition to Alternative 6 – 9th 
Street Connection primarily due to the property displacements, alteration in traffic flow, 
aesthetic impacts and environmental impacts.  Most comments were expressed in an Exit 
Survey that was filled out at the end of the workshop, while other comments were mailed 
directly to SHA.   
 
A detailed list of specific comments includes the following: 
 

Traffic Comments 
• Do a traffic study at inlet. 
• Alternative 4 & 6 make most sense for traffic. 
• Improve timing of traffic lights. 
• Traffic will remain congested despite alternatives. 
• Make Philadelphia Avenue two-way all the way. 
• Relocate St. Louis Avenue to area of Concrete Plant. 
• Opposed to increased traffic in West Ocean City (Alternative 6). 
• Look at improvements to the Division Street/ Baltimore Avenue intersection. 
• Consider improving mass transit. 

 
      Environmental Comments 

• Concerns with general environmental impacts. 
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• Concerns with noise. 
• Concerns with pollution. 
• Migratory birds are migratory.  Why can’t they move somewhere else? 
• Skimmer Island not important. 
• Elliott’s pond in West OC is an important water bird nesting area. 
• Concern about the small island just north of Skimmer Island that is closer to 9th Street 

Connection. 
 

       Impacts Comments 
• Opposed to negative impact on West Ocean City community. 
• Concerns with impact to Ocean City businesses. 
• Concerns with loss of property value. 
• Concerns with impact to West Ocean City businesses. 
• Concerns with impact to US 50 businesses. 
• Opposed to negative impact on West Ocean City school. 
• Concerns with construction impact. 
• Displaced properties in Alternative 4 are mostly aged, rental properties. 
• Concerns with negative impact on growth of West Ocean City. 
• Favors improved boat/water traffic. 
• Concerns with long term growth of Ocean City. 
 

       Channel Comments 
• Consider moving channel to avoid steep grades. 
• Consider opening up current channel in west side of bay. 
• Concerns with water flow and current. 
• Swift currents in bay causing a large hole in channel – 55 ft deep. 
 

      Tram Comments 
• No aerial tram. 
• Salt air would be detrimental to the aerial tram. 
• Consider tram from Park & Ride on US 50 to Ocean City beach. 
• Tram for tourists. 
• Include tram with other alternatives too. 
 

      Existing Bridge & Bridge Openings Comments 
• Consider restrictions on bridge openings. 
• Have Coast Guard make fishermen lower their antennas & outriggers. 
• Alter draw bridge schedule to better match boat and vehicle peak periods. 
• Favors maintaining current location of bridge. 
• Can we use a suspension bridge? 
• Remove rocks/ rip-rap under existing bridge. 
• Rebuild/Rehab bridge. 
• Favors fixed bridge – no draw span. 
• Citizen insisted that double decker concept would work despite grade issues. 
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• Existing bridge should be replaced. 
• Consider banning fishing boats. 
• Add additional lanes to MD 90 bridge – widen or dualize. 
 

       New Bridge Concepts Comments 
• Four lanes (Alternative 6) not sufficient. 
• Length of Alternative 6 bridge is excessive. 
• Concerns with cost maintenance of two structures. 
• Safety concerns with steep grade. 
• Concerns with maintenance cost of new bridge. 
• Study crossings beyond 9th Street – 25th and 30th Streets. 
• Consider bridge over Assateague.  Move inlet further south to bridge to north 

Assateague. 
• Study the Verrazano bridge concept with approaches that spiral down to existing grade. 
 

      Miscellaneous Comments 
• Favors safer facilities for pedestrians, fishermen, bicyclists. 
• Find a way to keep 1st Street open for pedestrians. 
• Concerns with emergencies and evacuation. 

 
 Associations 

• West Ocean City Association opposes Alternative 6. 
• Water’s Edge Condominium Development opposes Alternative 6. 

 
In the Winter of 2006 SHA selected five Alternatives Retained for Detailed Study 
(ARDS) and dropped the three other alternatives after considering a number of issues, 
including environmental and community impacts, traffic operation, project costs, and 
comments from regulatory agencies and the public.  The ARDS, four “build” alternatives 
and “no-build” alternative, were further refined by SHA to meet future travel demand.  
The ARDS were presented to the public at the Spring 2007 Informational Public 
Workshops that were held on May 31, and June 1, 2007 at the Roland E. Powell 
Convention Center in Ocean City, MD.  A total of 50 people attended the workshop 
sessions and a total of 363 written comments were received as a response to the 
workshops.  A majority of the comments favored the build alternatives, while some 
expressed concern regarding community impacts, impacts to traffic during construction, 
and environmental impacts associated with the alternatives presented.  A detailed 
summary of the comments from these workshops is attached in Section V on pages C-12 
and C-13. 
 
A Public Hearing is scheduled for May 29, 2008. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to 
afford all interested persons the opportunity to present their views regarding the proposed 
location and general design of the project alternatives, including the associated social, 
economic, and natural environmental effects. Citizens can provide either oral public or 
oral private testimony. In addition to public or private testimony, citizens can also submit 
comments in writing.  A complete transcript of all comments made at the hearing will be 
available for review at SHA.  




