

Project Needs Statement

Transportation improvements to US 219 between Somerset, PA and I-68 in Maryland (excluding the Meyersdale Bypass) are needed based on the following:

· Current and future transportation demands result in deficient levels of service for most of US 219.

· Forty-three percent of the roadway segments on US 219 have accident rates that exceed the statewide accident rate.  Seven of the roadway segments, or 18%, on US 219 have accident rates that are more than twice the statewide accident rate.

· Numerous roadway geometric features on US 219 do not meet current design standards for lane and shoulder width, vertical grade, horizontal curvature, and sight distance.

· Deficient levels of service, geometric constraints, and lack of passing zones along US 219 result in increased travel times and delays.

· The two-lane section of US 219 represents a less efficient system linkage for motorists traveling between the four-lane section of US 219 or the PA Turnpike (I-70/76) in Somerset, PA and I-68 in Maryland.

· US 219 does not provide adequate access to the surrounding municipalities and is a significant contributing factor in limiting economic development.

Project Purpose Statement

Based on the identified transportation needs, the purpose of the US 219 project between I-68 in Maryland and Somerset, PA (excluding the Meyersdale Bypass) is to:

· Improve the level of service on US 219;

· Improve the level of safety for motorists traveling on US 219;

· Improve systems linkage between I-68, the Meyersdale Bypass, the four-lane section of US 219, and the PA Turnpike (I-70/76); and 

· Provide safe and efficient access for the southern Somerset County region in order to improve economic development potential.
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