1-270 / US 15
Multi-Modal Corridor Study

Although most of you are famﬂ:tar with the history

of this project, the Study Team, consisting of vari-

ous Federal, State and local governmental agen-
cies, would like to take this opportunity to update the new
participants and summarize for everyone the project’s re-
cent progress. The Study Team includes representatives
from SHA, MTA, MDOT, the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), the Metro-
politan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG),
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA), Montgomery and Frederick Counties, Federal
Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administra-
tion, and the Cities of Rockville, Gaithersburg and
Frederick.

This project was initiated as a joint study between SHA.
and MTA in June, 1994 to investigate options that would
relieve congestion and improve safety conditions along the
1-270/US 15 Corridor. Traffic congestion will increase due
to existing and projected growth within the Corridor. Ex-
tending from the Shady Grove Metro Station (Montgomery
County) to Biggs Ford Road (Frederick County), the I-270 /
US 15 Corridor provides a critical link for local and long
distance trips between the Washington, DC metropolitan
area, central and western Maryland, and beyond. Known
as the “Technology Corridor,” this area is home to many
high-tech industries and research facilities as well as shop-
ping, cultural, and recreational activities. The I-270/US
15 Corridor is a major commutmg route for thousands of
workers each day.
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n order to more effectively evaluate the proposed

transportation sirategies and alternates, the Study

Team developed Goals, Objectives and Measures of
Effectiveness (MOEs). The Study Team highlighted five
goals to achieve when developing and evaluating the

. transportation strategies throughout the study.

Support Orderly Economic Growth 7o support the orderly economic
development of the 1-270/US 15 Corridor consistent with the existing
local government land use plans and Maryland’s Economic Growth,
Resource Protection and Planning Act. ™ %
Entiance Mobility 7o provide enhanced traveler mobility throughout
the 1-270/US 15 Corridor by optimizing travel choices by destination,
mode, and route; minimizing delay; and improving the safety and
overall efficiency of the transportation system.

Improve Goads Mevement 7o facititate the movement of goods
within and through the 1-270/US 15 Corridor and to improve the
delivery services in support of the regional and local economies.

Preserye/ Protect/Erhance the Eavirenment 7o defiver trans-
portation services in a rmanner which preserves, protects and
enhances the quality of life and natural environment of the 1-270/
LS 15 Corridor.

Optimize Public Investment 7o provide a transportation system
along the 1-270/US 15 Corridor that makes optimal use of existing
transportation infrastructure while making cost effective invest-
ments in facifities and services which support other project goals.

The Goals, Objectives and MOEs were used to analyze
each of the initial transportation strategies to evaluate
how they would resolve the Corridor’s transportation
challenges. After the Study Team determined that no
single strategy would solve the transportation challenges,
the Goals, Objectives and MOEs were utilized in the
preliminary assessment of Combination Alternates.
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