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PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
To notify interested persons that this Project 
Planning Study has been initiated. At this meeting 
the project team will:

  Review how this study differs from previous 
US 301 studies

 Present the project’s purpose and need

 Obtain your input

 Review the project’s next steps

Your comments and recommendations will 
assist SHA as the team develops alternatives 
for project improvements



PROJECT LOCATION

Study Limits



Develop Purpose and Need Statement
Conduct preliminary environmental 
inventory

Evaluate comments from public and 
regulatory agencies

Develop Detailed Alternatives
Perform detailed environmental analysis
Prepare draft environmental document Pu
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*Each phase is funded 
 separately in the Consolidated 
 Transportation Program

Alternatives Public Workshop 

Initiation & Scoping Process 

Location/Design Public Hearing 

Obtain Location & Design Approvals

Select alternatives for detailed study

Develop Preliminary Alternatives
Conduct travel demand analysis

Evaluate comments from public and
regulatory agencies

Prepare final environmental document
Perform additional studies, if necessary

Select Preferred Alternative

WE ARE
HERE



PROJECT HISTORY

Initiated in 2006
Evaluated upgrades to US 301 and examined alignment 
options for an eastern and western bypass
Project put on hold in 2009 with no decision on 
Preferred Alternative

US 301 Waldorf Area Project

US 301 Feasibility Assessment
Focused on US 301 corridor through Waldorf
Completed in 2014  
Recommended a Project Planning Study at the US 301 
intersection with MD 228/MD 5 Business to identify 
alternatives for safety and traffi c-fl ow improvements 



HOW IS THIS PROJECT DIFFERENT
FROM PREVIOUS US 301 STUDIES?

This study will focus specifi cally on addressing localized 
safety and congestion at the US 301 intersection at 
MD 228/MD 5 Business

Previous studies focused on the entire US 301 corridor

This study is not focused on regional or long-distance 
transportation concerns

This study will not evaluate bypass alternatives



TRAFFIC VOLUME PROJECTIONS
 2013-2040

Existing and Projected Annual Average Daily Traffi c (AADT)
(Number of Vehicles)

2013 2040 No-Build*
 US 301 north of intersection 61,550 79,775
 US 301 south of intersection 53,075 69,850
 MD 228 35,250 40,000
 MD 5 Business 31,925 37,075
  *  Assumes no intersection improvements.  Projections based on anticipated increases in 

population and development.

16%13%30%
US 301 traffi c 
is projected 
to increase by 
approximately 30%

MD 228 traffi c 
is projected to 
increase by 
approximately 13%

MD 5 Business 
traffi c is projected 
to increase by 
approximately 16%





TRAFFIC VOLUME PROJECTIONS
 2013-2040

The US 301/MD 228/MD 5 Business intersection is currently 
approaching capacity during the afternoon (PM) peak traffi c period

If no improvements are made, approaches to US 301, MD 228, and MD 5 
Business are projected to fail in the PM peak traffi c period in 2040

Existing and Projected Level of Service (LOS)
AM Peak PM Peak

 2013 Existing D E
 2040 No-Build* E F
  *  Assumes no intersection improvements. Projections based on anticipated increases in 

population and development.



PROJECT PURPOSE

Facilitate the safe and effi cient fl ow of local and 
commuter traffi c 

Accommodate safe movement of pedestrians 
and bicyclists

Support existing and anticipated development



Local traffi c competes with through traffi c to 
access businesses located along US 301, MD 228, 
and MD 5 Business

Growing traffi c volumes 
will exceed the current 
capacity of the intersection 
and increase travel time

PROJECT NEED
TRAFFIC FLOW



PROJECT NEED
SAFETY 

314 police-reported crashes occurred in the project 
area between 2011-2013

47 of the 314 crashes occurred at the intersection

Rear-end, angle, sideswipe, and fi xed-object crashes 
occurred most frequently

Rate of injury and property damage collisions 
signifi cantly higher than statewide average



PROJECT NEED
SAFETY 

Rear end 52%

Fixed object 10%

Angle 16%

Sideswipe 11%

Left turn 7%
Parked vehicle <1%

Opposite direction <1%

Pedestrian
1%

Other 3%

Study Area
Collision Type Characteristics

Year 2011 through 2013

Rear end 43%

Fixed object 15%
Angle 17%

Sideswipe 23%

Left turn 2%

Collision Type Characteristics
Year 2011 through 2013

Note: Data represents all crashes within a 250-foot radius of the intersection

Crash Types: Project Area Crash Types:  US 301/MD 228/MD 5
Business Intersection

2011-2013 2011-2013

Note: Data represents all crashes occurring on US 301, 
MD 228, and MD 5 Business within the project limits



PROJECT NEED
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLIST SAFETY

No pedestrian crosswalk 
at intersection 

No sidewalks on US 301

Incomplete sidewalk 
network on MD 5 Business
and MD 228

No bicycle facilities



PROJECT CHALLENGES

Constrained right-of-way

Balancing traffi c operations vs. business access

Maintenance of traffi c and access to businesses 
during construction

Utility impacts

Duration of construction



ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW

Variety of commercial businesses
Community facilities
Located within Waldorf Priority Funding Area
National-Register-eligible historic property - The Waldorf School
Environmental Justice (low-income and/or minority) populations

Cultural and Socio-economic Resources

Natural Resources
Tributary to Piney Branch
100-year fl oodplain of Piney Branch
Wetlands
Trees/forested areas





AS VEHICLE OPERATORS ON MARYLAND ROADS
BICYCLISTS HAVE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

   It’s the law: 
  Section 21-1202 Annotated Code of Maryland

   It’s MDOT Policy:
  Twenty-Year Bicycle and Pedestrian Access Master Plan

   As part of roadway construction projects, SHA provides on-road features like these: 
  

   And off-road features like:
  

“Vehicle” means any device in, on, or by which any
individual or property is or might be transported
or towed on a highway.
  Annotated Code of Maryland

bicycle lane/pocket 
bike lane markings

Bicycles provide a valuable transportation
option for many people and will help 
Maryland meet our state’s long-term 
transportation needs.

Bicycle Route & Share the 
Road signage

minimum four-foot-wide
shoulder

wide outside lane for
bicycle compatibility

shared-use path (hiker/biker trail)



BICYCLE FAQ

I bike—where can I get more information on bicycling in Maryland?
Additional information is available on SHA’s website at www.marylandroads.com, click on Bicycling under EXPLORE MD, or by telephone at 1-888-204-4828.  
Handout materials are also available at the bicycling station during today’s meeting.



PUBLIC OUTREACH

Mailing project updates to persons on the mailing list
Meeting with community groups, civic associations, 
and other organizations upon request
Conducting public meetings at appropriate points in 
the project development process

Throughout the study, the project team will maintain 
public involvement by:



NEXT STEPS

Develop Preliminary Alternatives – Summer 2015

Conduct Alternatives Public Workshop – Fall 2015

Conduct Location/Design Public Hearing – Fall 2016

Identify Selected Alternative – Summer 2017

Receive Location/Design Approval – Fall 2017



FUNDING

Funding is approved for Project Planning only

Additional funds will be needed for Design, 
Right-of-Way Acquisition, and Construction



RELATED PROJECTS

Proposed MD 5 Flyover Option located along US 301/MD 5 at Prince George’s 
County/Charles County line

Flyover will replace “triple left” from US 301 onto MD 5

Purpose of re-evaluation: Update engineering design and 
environmental studies/impacts

Purpose of original 1991 study: Increase capacity and improve safety on MD 5

US 301/MD 5 Mattawoman-Beantown Road (SHA)

Evaluating location for transit corridor between Waldorf and Branch Avenue 
Metrorail Station

Evaluating Light Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit

Southern Maryland Rapid Transit Study (Maryland 
Transit Administration)



STAY CONNECTED
For more information and updates on the US 301 at 
MD 228/MD 5 Business Project Planning Study, please 
visit www.roads.maryland.gov and click on Projects 
and Studies, SHA Projects Page, Charles County, and
US 301 Crain Highway - MD 227 to MD 5 Split in T.B., 
or use QR Code

Contact:
Jeremy Beck  Maryland State Highway Administration
Project Manager  Project Management Division 
Phone: 410-545-8518  Mailstop C-301
Toll Free: 800-548-5026  707 N. Calvert Street
jbeck@sha.state.md.us  Baltimore, MD 21202 

The MD Relay Service can assist teletype users at 7-1-1


