Public Involvement Coordination

We want to hear from you! Here’s how you can get

involved in the study and stay updated as we move
forward:

e Fill out and mail the attached postage-paid survey. Your
feedback is important to help us better understand the
study area.

e Come to our public meetings. We will send you
announcements and advertise in local newspapers.
Look at the project schedule in this newsletter for
general timeframes for our upcoming meetings.

e Call us. Speak to the SHA Project Manager, Mrs. Nicole
Washington, at (410) 545-8570, or the Environmental
Manager, Mrs. Megan Blum, at (410) 545-8563. Both
can be reached toll-free at 1-800-548-5026.

e Login and view our project Web Page at our Web Site:
www.marylandroads.com
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e Get on the project mailing list. Add your name and
address to the bottom of the attached survey to receive
future project updates and announcements.

¢ |n addition to the Alternates Public Workshop and
Public Hearing mentioned above, the project team will
be available to meet with various business, community,
and homeowners groups as the project moves forward.
Please feel free to contact us to set up a meeting. We
will be working very closely with Fort Meade and Anne
Arundel County as this project progresses.
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SHA Launches MD 175 Project Planning Study

MD 175
From MD 295 to MD 170
Study Area Map

The State Highway Administration (SHA) has begun project planning studies
for potential improvements along the MD 175 corridor through Odenton and
Fort Meade in Anne Arundel County. The southern project limits include

the MD 170 intersection. The limits continue north to MD 295 and include
the Sellner/Race Road and Brock Bridge Road intersections to allow for the
study of improvements to the MD 295 interchange. The study will address
transportation facility improvements aimed at calming traffic congestion and
enhancing safety through 2030.

This newsletter will allow you to:
* Learn about the study and the project schedule

* Help SHA understand the concerns of those who live and/or
work in the area.

Please fill out the attached postage-paid survey, which will
also allow you to add your name and address to the project

mailing list.
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Project Background

MD 175 has been on Maryland state maps from as early as
1860. Since the arrival of Fort Meade, the study area has
experienced a great deal of development. Fort Meade is
currently transitioning to an information and administrative
center and is expecting employment growth in the near future
as a result of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
process. With the additional jobs in the area, development is
also expected to increase.

MD 175 within these project limits has been the focus of
several transportation studies over the past 15 years. The

MD 175 & Odenton Town Center Plan was completed by Anne
Arundel County in 1999 and focused on improving the function,
vehicular and pedestrian safety, access management, and
aesthetics along the corridor. This study did not receive any
additional funding, and the plan was not implemented. In March
2006, Anne Arundel County completed a MD 175 Feasibility
Study that developed a draft Purpose and Need document and
analyzed potential transportation facility improvements.

Presently, SHA has initiated the MD 175 Project Planning
Study to investigate possible transportation solutions for the
MD 175 corridor extending from the MD 295 interchange in the
west to the MD 170 intersection in the east.

Purpose of the Project

The purpose of the MD 175 Project Planning Study is to
improve the existing capacity, traffic operations, intermodal
connectivity, and vehicular and pedestrian safety of MD 175,
while supporting existing and planned development in the area.

Need for the Project

The area around Fort Meade is one of the fastest growing
areas of Anne Arundel County. Fort Meade and the National
Security Agency (NSA), when combined, represent the
largest employers in the State of Maryland. Fort Meade’s
workforce is comprised of more than 39,000 military,

civilian, and contractor personnel. Numerous developments
including Arundel Mills Mall, growth in the BWI Business
District, and growth at Fort Meade have contributed to
increased traffic volumes in the area. As a result of the 2005
BRAC recommendations, Fort Meade is expected to grow
dramatically. Approximately 5,300 new jobs will be added

at Fort Meade as well as 7,500 at NSA by 2010. As many
as 20,000 private sector jobs are also anticipated as a result
of the new jobs at both Federal installations, primarily in the
defense and support industries.

The project will address projected operational and safety
deficiencies along MD 175 resulting from planned and future
development in and around the study area. The study area is
expected to see an increase in population, housing, and jobs,
with an accompanying increase in vehicular traffic.

A vehicle crash analysis was performed through the project
area for the three-year period from January 1, 2002, through

December 31, 2004. The crash history was divided into four
roadway segments: MD 295 to MD 713, MD 713 to MD 174,
MD 174 to MD 32, and MD 32 to MD 170. The average total
crash rates for the four roadway segments were between

252 and 283 crashes per 100 million vehicle miles, with the
segment from MD 713 to MD 295 significantly higher than the
statewide rate. These safety concerns will receive attention
during this study.

Future Conditions

Traffic volumes are expected to grow by more than 50% by
2030, as residential, employment, and commercial growth

in and around the corridor continue. Assuming no roadway
improvements, the MD 175 intersections/interchanges with
Brock Bridge Road, Sellner/Race Road, MD 295 interchange,
Clark Road, Rockenbach/Ridge Road, Disney Road, Reece
Road, Mapes Road, Llewellyn Avenue, Morgan Road/Town
Center Boulevard, Winmeyer Avenue, and MD 170 are all
expected to encounter peak volumes far exceeding their
capacity and resulting in severe travel delays. This study will
investigate a variety of approaches to facilitate the anticipated
traffic volumes and attempt to calm congestion. Further,

this study will focus on potential safety hazards and identify
measures which may alleviate the magnitude and severity of
future crashes.

Study Status

The MD 175 Project Planning Study is funded for Project
Planning only, which means it is not yet funded for final design,
right-of-way acquisition, or construction. The Project Planning
Phase includes agency and public involvement, review of
reasonable alternatives, including a No-Build option, as well as
social, economic, and natural environmental analyses. Citizen
involvement in the planning process is encouraged.

Project Schedule

Mmoo o>

¢ Alternates Public Workshop - Spring 2007
¢ Alternatives Retained for Detailed Study - Summer 2007
e |ocation/Design Public Hearing - Winter/Spring 2008

e Recommended Alternative to Administrator - Spring 2009

To Learn More - If you would like more information on
this project, please visit the Maryland State Highway
Administration’s website at: www.marylandroads.com

Written comments/requests may be submitted to:

Ms. Nicole Washington, Project Manager
Mailstop C-301

State Highway Administration

P.O. Box 717

Baltimore, Maryland 21203-0717

To speak with a member of the Project Team, please call toll
free 1-800-548-5026 or email nwashington@sha.state.md.us
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Please assist the Project Team by answering the following questions. To return the postage-paid survey, simply fold
and seal before dropping it into the mail.

1. What do you like most about this stretch of MD 175?

2. What do you like least about this stretch of MD 1757

3. What are the top three transportation issues in this area? (Circle three)
A. Traffic congestion E. Delays at signalized intersections

B. Traffic safety F. Insufficient transit service

C. Difficulty crossing MD 175 and/or making left turns G. Lack of bicycle and pedestrian access

D. Speeding H. Other:

4. Which location along MD 175 has the worst traffic problem?

5. What types of impacts concern you most? (Circle one)
A. Impacts on homes E. Impacts during construction
B. Impacts on businesses F. Impacts on community character

C. Impacts on the natural environment (trees, streams, etc.) G. Other:

D. Impacts on historic properties/archaeological sites

6. Please identify any sensitive natural or community resources in this corridor that we should be aware of
(e.g. streams, public parks, forest areas, churches, historic buildings, cultural centers, etc.):

~J

. Please identify any groups in this corridor that may have special or unique needs.
(Circle all that apply — please include locations)

. Limited English proficiency:

. Low income:

. Minority:

. Elderly:

. Transit-dependent:
Regular bicycle users:

G.Pedestrians:

Other:

8. Do you have any comments about the project Purpose and Need, schedule, or public involvement coordination?

9. What else should the Project Team know?

Project Mailing List - Please provide your name and address if you would like to be placed on the project mailing list
for updates and announcements. *If you prefer to receive these items by email, please provide that address, instead.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
*EMAIL:




