APPENDIX D

Categorical Exclusion (CE): Fort Meade Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Intersection Improvements



Martin O’Malley, Governor

Sta-te 18 Beverley K. Swaim-Staley, dcting Secretary
Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor Neil J. Pedersen, Administrator
Administration '

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

August 28, 2009

Re:  Project No. AAS80A21
MD 175: W. of MD 713 to E. ofD1sney Road
MD 175: W. of Reece Road to E. of Mapes Road
Fort Meade BRAC Intersection Improvements
Amne Arundel County, Maryland

Mr, Nelson J. Castellanos

- Division Administrator- Delmar Division
Federal Highway Administration

City Crescent Building

10 South Howard Street, Suite 2450

Baltimore, MD 21201

Attention: Mr. Ian Cavanaugh
Dear Mr. Castellanos:

In accordance with the CEQ Regulations and 23 CFR 771, the Maryland State Highway
Administration (SHA) recommends that the proposed intersection improvements along MD 175
(Annapolis Road), from west of MD 713 (Rockenbach/R.ldge Road) to east of Disney/26™ Street
and west of Reece Road to east of Mapes Road, in Anne Arundel County be classified as a
Categorical Exclusion (CE) (Attachment 1). ‘

Existing Conditions
" MD 175, an east-west roadway, is classified as an Urban Minor Arterial in both the

Federal and State Functional Classification System with a posted speed limit of 45 miles per
hour. The existing typical section along MD 175 varies.throughout the project area. From

MD 295 to Rockenbach/Ridge Road, MD 175 is a two-lane undivided roadway. From
Rockenbach/Ridge to Disney Road, MD 175 widens briefly to five lanes to accommodate a turn
lane and commercial traffic. At Rockenbach/Ridge Road, MD 175 becomes part of the property
owned by Fort Meade. From just east of Disney Road, MD 175 returns to a two-lane roadway
with no median and extends to the main gate for Fort Meade at Reece Road. From Reece Road
to MD 32, MD 175 is a five-lane roadway with a continuous left turn lane. Land use within the
project area consists primarily of commercial development and government/institutional (Fort
Meade) property.

- The average daily traffic (ADT) on MD 175 was 27,967 vehicles per day (VPD) in 2007,
and is expected to increase to 38,100 VPD by 2015. Trucks account for approximately four
percent of the current and future ADT on MD 175.

My telephone number/toll-fres number is
Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech 1.800.785.2258 Statewide Toll Free

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street ¢ Baltimore, Maryland 21202 + Phone 410.545.0300 * www.marylandrodds.com .
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Proposed Action_

The purpose of this proj'ect is to reduce congestion and improve traffic flow and safety at

. the intersections. The proposed project is located within the study area of SHA’s MD 175

Project Planning Study. Since the MD 175 Project Planning Study is still in planning and not yet

. funded for design or construction, SHA has identified interim improvements that can be designed

and constructed in the short-term to prepare for the influx of workers to Fort George G. Meade
that are expected to result from the Base Re-Alignment and Closure Process (BRAC). All

. improvements proposed for the BRAC intersections are of a lesser scope than the ultimate

improvements recommended under the MD 175 Project Planning Study. Additionally, the
BRAC intersection plans are bemg designed to be compatible with the ultimate build out of
MD 175.

~ The proposed work consists of widening MD 175 to provide add:ltlonal turn/auxiliary
lanes at the intersections. The crossroads of MD 713, Disney Road/26™ Street, Reece Road and
Mapes Road will also be widened to provide additional turn/auxiliary lanes. Additional work
consists of roadway resurfacmg, removal/replacement/mstal1at1on of sidewalks, pedestrian
ramps, detectable warning surfaces, curb and gutters, fencing, signs, signals, lighting and
concrete medians, and utility relocations. Drainage improvements consisting of
removal/installation of pipes, inlets, manholes, ditches and stormwater management facilities are
also proposed.

Additional nght-of-way and easements will be required from several properties,
including Fort Meade, in order to complete the improvements as proposed. A total of 4.76 acres
of fee-simple right-of-way will be required from 17 properties. A total of 29.40 acres of
perpetual easement will be required from Fort Meade. A total of 1.30 acres of temporary
construction easements will be required from 30 properties. A total of 0.10 acre of revertible
easements will be required from two properties. No displacements are required.

Environmental

On March 31, 2009, SHA held a Public Informational Workshop at Meade Middle
School (1103 26" Street) to discuss the purpose and need of the project, outline the proposed
schedule and receive public comments. The meeting was advertised through a newsletter
mailing and on the Maryland Department of Transportation’s website (Attachment 2).
Following concerns raised at the meeting, SHA has agreed to install sidewalks along the south
side of MD 175 between MD 713 and MacArthur Road to allow pedestrian access to and from
Meade Middle School. In addition to the Public Informational Workshop, representatives for
SHA’s Fort Meade BRAC intersections team also attended the MD 175 Public Hearing on June
26, 2008, to answer questions regarding the interim improvements.
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On August 13, 2009, the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) determined that no historic
properties would be impacted by the proposed improvements from west of Reece Road to east of
Mapes Road (Attachment 3). On August 25, 2009, MHT determined that no historic properties
would be impacted by the proposed improvements from west of MD 713 to east of Disney
Road/26™ Street (Attachment 3).

Coordination with the SHA’s Environmental Programs Division (EPD) has determined
that approximately 6,788 square feet (0.16 acre) of wetland will be impacted at the
MBD 175/Reece Road intersection. As such, EPD will prepare and submit a Joint State/Federal
Permit Application (JPA). No wetlands or waters of the U.S. would be affected by the other
intersection improvements. The proposed work will not impact fisheries resources, especially if
- sediment and erosion control methods, and Best Management Practices typically used for the
protection of stream resources are utilized. The project is not located within the Chesapeake and
Atlantic Coastal Bays Critical Area. No streams or floodplains would be affected by the project.
. The project would not impact any proposed or listed federal or state rare, threatened or
endangered plant or animal species (Attachments 4 & 5). No hazardous waste sties would be
affected

Erosion and sediment (E&S) control plans are des1gned in accordance with MDE’
current regulatlons Areas disturbed for roadway widening, sidewalk, curb and gutter installation
as well as cut slopes will be stabilized daily by using graded aggregate and/or topsoil, seed-and
mulch. Additional measures may include but will not be limited to silt fence, check dams,
stabilized construction entrances, and other Best Management Practices. E&S plans will also be
approved by the MDE.

Separate air and noise analyses were not prepared for the Fort Meade BRAC intersections
because air and noise analyses were prepared for the larger MD 175 Project Planning Study.
Those analyses were conducted on the worst-case built alternative, and represent the ultimate
build out of MD 175. In turn, they also represent the worst-case traffic volumes and therefore, -
any improvements completed for the Fort Meade BRAC studies would be less impactive than
anything proposed under the MD 175 Project Planning Study.

The air quality analysis conducted for the MD 175 Project Planning Study concluded that
State/National Ambient Air Quality Standards would not be exceeded by any of the build
alternatives. As such, the Fort Meade BRAC intersection improvements would not exceed air
quality standards and a separate air quality analysis is not required. This project is identified in
the current TIP as 61-0802-39 and is the current STIP as State7.
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The MD 175 project is part of numerous improvements to the Baltimore Metropolitan
Region listed in the 2004 Baltimore Regional Transportation Plan. Because the emission levels
associated with the projects contained in the 2004 BRTP are well within levels established in the
TIP, the MD 175 project conforms to the State Implementation Plan (SIP). The MD 175 prOJect
is included in the 2008-2012 TIP, which was approved on November 27, 2007

Results from both the LOS analysis and the CAL3QHC dispersion modeling analysis
indicate that the proposed changes to MD 175 could be built and operated such that traffic-
related emissions at the nearby intersections would not cause an exceedance of the CO NAAQS.
Based on these model runs, the CO (one-hour and eight-hour) modeled concentrations along the
studied MD 175 corridor are below the NAAQS and all areas are considered to be in compliance.
A qualitative discussion of the impacts of air toxics was prepared using FHWA guidelines, and it
was determined that future MSAT concentrations will likely be lower then their present levels
and there will be no appreciable difference in MSAT concentrations between the various
alternatives. Finally, the MD 175 project is a minor roadway improvement project without a
significant level of diesel vehicles and is considered to not be a project of air quality concern.
Therefore, a quantitative PMj s hot-spot analysis was not required for this project.

Based on the noise analysis completed to date for the MD 175 Project Planning Study,
SHA will consider noise abatement measures at one location within the Fort Meade BRAC
intersection study area. Preliminary investigations have revealed that under the ultimate MD 175
build out, noise abatement criteria would be met at the MD 175/Reece Road intetsection.
Furthet analysis will be completed to determine if noise abatement criteria are still met based on
the current design of the MD 175 corridor study. If required, noise abatement measures will not
be constructed until the ultimate MD 175 improvements are completed. No noise abatement is
proposed for the Fort Meade BRAC intersection improvements.

This project is not inconsistent with the Anne Arundel County Master Plan, Adopted
1997. This project is located within a Priority Funding Area, and is consistent with Maryland’s

Smart Growth Legislation. Additionally, no disproportionately high or adverse impact on any
minority or low-income populations would result from this project. No displacements are
required and no right-of-way would be required from any publicly-owned public park, recreation
area, wildlife or waterfowl refuge or historic site. MD 175 is not a designated Maryland Scenic

Byway.
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Summary

In sum, the proposed project will not involve any significant environmental impacts to
socio-economic, natural or cultural resources. It will not induce significant foreseeable land use
changes or affect planned growth. Therefore, we request your concurrence in classifying this
project as a CE. If you agree with this determination, please indicate your approval on the
signature line. Additionally, your signature will constitute Location Approval for the proposed

project.
Sincerely,

Neil J. Pedersen
Administrator

by: /3./ (&3 —9L~, //ek
Gregory 1. Slatey, Director

Office of Planning and
Preliminary Engineering

CONCURRENCE:
We concur with your determination that the project meets the criteria for a Categorical Exclusion

and hereby grant Location Approval.

‘%ﬁ ' b.2.09

Fedéral Highway Administration Date
- Division Administrator

Attachments
cc: Ms. Susan Bauer, Real Property Manager, District 5 Right-of-Way, SHA
Mr. Andrew Cadmus, Project Manager, Highway Design Division, SHA
Mr. Gary Gray, Chief, Federal Aid Programming Section, Office of Finance, SHA
(w/Attachments)
Mr. Thomas Hinchliffe, Real Property Manager, Office of Real Estate, SHA
Mr. Todd Nichols, Chief, Environmental Programs Division, SHA
Mr. Bradley Smith, Environmental Manager, Environmental Planning Division, SHA
(w/Attachments) ‘
Mr. Donald H. Sparklin, Division Chief, Environmental Planning Division, SHA
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- Project Location Map
MD 175: From West of MD 713 to East of Disney Road
Anne Arundel County
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Project Location Map
MD 175: From west of Reece Road to east of Mapes Road
Anne Arundel County
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Base Reallgnment and Closure (BRAC)
Intersection Improvement PrOJects
Fort George G Meade

: The Maryland State Highway Admlmstratlon (SHA) has initiated de3|gn activities for the 5 mtersectrons in the Fort Meade
.area most affected by the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC). Below are the project background, schedule, and
~information on the upcommg Public Informatlonal Workshop where the five mtersectton pro;ects will be presented to

- the communlty

;*'SHA mvutes you to ) tend an Informatlonal Workshop at WhICh transportatlon lmprovements assomated with 5.
“intersections near Ft. Meade will be presented ThlS meetmg format will: allow attendees to revrew the concepts at their-
. own pace and provide feedback. R

SHA staff and other agency representatlves
2will be available to discuss.the project; ISSUGS
]‘f'-answer questlons ‘and: address any. concerns ,
“you may have.. No formal presentatlon will be
“given. Feel free to arrive at any. tlme and walk
3 ,through at your own conventenoe B

- Base R ahgnmen and Closu. or BRAC S the congressnonally authorlzed process used by the U S Department‘_ L
~ of De fense to reorganize and consohdate its mllltary bases nationwide. In preparatlo -for the 40,000 t0 60, 000 .
" direct and mdlrect jobs coming to Maryland over the next six to ten years, SHAis desrgnmg short-term intersection
: vlmprovements lnc!udmg 5 key mtersectlons that servrce the Ft Meade area (see map)
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Martin O'Malley, Governor Sta-t John D, Poreari, Secretary
Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor e ay Neil I. Pedersen, Administrator .
Administration
Maryland Department of Transporation
July 13, 2009

Re:  Project No. AA580A21
MD 175: W of MD 713 to E of Disney Rd.
Anne Arundel County, MD
USGS Relay 7.5' Quadrangle

Mr. J. Rodney Little '

~ State Historic Preservation Officer
Maryland Historical Trust

100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032-2023

Dear Mr. Little:

Introduction and Project Description

This letter serves to inform the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) of the Maryland
State Highway Administration’s (SHA) finding that there will be no historic properties
affected by the proposed Project No. AA580A21. The proposed project is within the
projects limits of MD 175 Project Planning Study (from MD 295 to MD 170) which was
previously coordinated with MHT through eligibility and effects letters in 2007 and 2008
respectively.

SHA is proposing improvements along MD 175 (Annapolis Road) from west of
MD 713 (Rockenbach/Ridge Road) to east of Disney Road/26th Street in Anne Arundel
County. These improvements are interim measures to prepare for an influx of workers to
Fort George G. Meade resulting from the Base Re-Alignment and Closure Process
(BRAC). Existing conditions along MD 175 within the project area generally
accommodate two through lanes in each direction with a single left turn lane provided at
the major intersections. The proposed work consists of widening MD 175 to provide
additional turn/auxiliary lanes at the intersections, The crossroads of MD 713
(Rockenbach/Ridge Road) and Disney Road will also be widened to provide additional
turn/auxiliary lanes. Additional work consists of roadway resurfacing;
removal/replacement/installation of sidewalks, pedestrian ramps, detectable warning
surfaces, curb and gutters, fencing, signs, signals, lighting and concrete medians; and
utility relocations, Drainage improvements consisting of removal/installation of pipes,
inlets, manholes, ditches, and storm water management facilities are also proposed.
Additiona] right-of-way and easements will be required from several properties.

Project plans are included as Attachment 1.

My telephone number/toll-free number is _
Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech: 1.800.735.2258 Statewide Toll Free

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Strest + Baltimore, Maryland 21202 + Phone: 410.545,0300 « www.marylandroads.com

"D-10




Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 175: W of MD 713 to E of Disney Rd.
Page Two

Funding
Federal funds are anticipated for this project.

Area of Potential Effects

In determining the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this project, SHA
considered direct and indirect impacts to historic properties. The APE has been defined
as the SHA right of way along MD 175 from east of MD 713 to Disney Road and
including the crossroads of MD 713 and Disney Road in this vicinity, as well as all
adjacent tax parcels along these roads that may be needed for road widening. The APE is
indicated on the attached SHA quadrangle map for Relay (Attachment 2). The
archeology survey area is defined by the worst case limits of disturbance.

Identification Methods and Results : . .
Potentially significant architectural and archeological resources were both

researched as part of the historic investigation instigated by the proposed interim
improvements to MD 175,

Architecture: SHA Architectural Historian Fred Shoken consulted the SHA-GIS Cultural
Resources Database, aerial photographs and video footage. A field visit took place of
June 10, .2009.

The APE for this project is restricted to the area of direct construction impacts
since the proposed work will take place at or below grade level. No historic structures
exist within the APE. Tax parcels adjacent to the project limits include: two late
twentieth century strip shopping centers: Ridgeview Shopping Center and Severn Square

~ Shopping Center; Exxon and Shell Service Stations, the Provinces Branch of the Anne
Arundel County Public Library; an individual dry cleaning establishment and a CVS
pharmacy. All of these structures date from the late twentieth century. The proposed -
project will not impact historic standing structures.

Archeology: SHA Archeologist Carol A. Ebright assessed the archeological potential of
the archeological survey area through consultation of the SHA-GIS Cultural Resources
Database, aerial photographs, prior survey reports, and communication with Anne
Arundel County Archeologist Al Luckenbach, and the county’s consultant Jeanne Ward
of AAHA, Inc.

Child and Riggle's 2008 Phase I survey of the MD 175 corridor conducted for
SHA consisted of shovel testing in the current project area and yielded no artifacts. After
Child and Riggle completed their work, Anne Arundel County required Phase I survey of
the adjoining Shipley Homestead Property, which was slated for development. The




Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 175: W of MD 713 to E of Disney Rd.
Page Three

survey was completed by AAHA, Inc. (Goodwin et al. 2009). AAHA's survey recorded a
large, dispersed, multi-component prehistoric and historic site, one portion of which
(Field 4) extends along the margin of MD 175, into SHA's project area for both the road
widening and construction of a stormwater management pond. Ward recommended no
further work in Field 4; however, the County Archeologist (personal communication) has
recommended more work on 18AN413 to determine if an intact prehistoric component is
present. This additional work has not yet been scheduled.

_ AAHA's (2009) report indicates that 34 prehistoric artifacts were found widely -

dispersed on the surface of the two fields (1 and 4) comprising 18AN1413. Thirty-two
shovels were excavated in Field 4 but yielded no artifacts. Historic artifacts from
18AN1413, also surface finds, are interpreted as being derived from night soil spread as
fertilizer, and lack meaningful context. . .

Maps of shovel test results from both projects are enclosed as Attachment 3.
Based on the absence of artifacts in shovel tests excavated in both Phase [ surveys, the
portion of 18AN1413 in SHA’s project area (Field 4) lacks the integrity and information
potential to be considered eligible for listing the NRHP. - The proposed improvements to
MD 175 are unlikely to impact any intact, significant, archeological resources. No further
archeological work is recommended for site 18AN1413 for SHA's project. Other
portions of 18AN1413 outside of SHA’s project area remain unevaluated.

Review Request '
Please examine the attached maps, plans, and Eligibility and Effects Table
(Attachment 4). We request your concurrence by August 13, 2009 that there would be no
historic properties affected by the improvements to MD 175.from west of MD 713 to east

of Disney Road. By carbon copy, we invite the Anne Arundel County Office of
Environmental and Cultural Resources to provide comments and participate in the
‘Section 106 process. Pursuant to the requirements of the implementing regulations found
at 36 CFR Part 800, SHA seeks their assistance in identifying historic preservation issues
as they relate to this specific project (see 36 CFR 800.2 (c) (3) and (5), and 800.3 (f) for
information regarding the identification and participation of consulting parties, and 800.4,
and 800.5 regarding the identification of historic properties and assessment of effects).
For additional information regarding the Section 106 regulations, see the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation’s website, www.achp.gov, or contact the Maryland State
Highway Administration or the Maryland Historical Trust. If no response is received by
August 10, 2009, we will assume that this office declines to participate. Please call Fred
Shoken at 410-545-5793 (or via email at fsShoken@sha.state.md.us) with questions
regarding standing structures for this project. Ms. Ebright may be reached at (410) 545-
2879 (or via email at cebright@sha.state.md.us) with concerns regarding archeology.




Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 175: W of MD 713 to E of Disney Rd.

Page Four

Very truly yours,

WALt L.

Julié M. Schablitsky
Assistant Division Chief
Environmental Planning Division

Attachments: 1) Project Plans’ '

ccC:

2) APE Map
3) PhaseI Survey Maps
4) Eligibility and Effects Table

Mr. Andrew Cadmus, SHA-EPLD

Ms. Carol A. Ebright, SHA-EPLD (w/Attachments)

Dr. Al Luckenbach, Anne Arundel County Office of Environmental and Cultural
Resources (w/Attachments)

Dr. Julie M., Schablitsky, SHA-EPLD

Ms. Darian Schwab, Anne Arundel County Office of Environmental and Cultural
Resources (w/Attachments)

Mr, Fred Shoken, SHA-EPLD

Mr, Brad Smith, SHA- EPLD
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Concurrence with the MD State Hichway Administration’s
Determination(s) of Eligibility and/or Effects

Project Number: AA580A21 MHT Log No._ A00T703¥% 35
Project Name: MD 175: W of MD 713 to E of Disney Rd

County: Anne Arundel .

Letter Date: July 13, 2009

The Maryland Historical Trust has reviewed the documentation attached to the referenced letter and concurs
with the MD State Highway Administration’s determinations as follows:

Eligibility (as noted in the Eligibility Table [ Attachment 4]):
[ ] cur o »
[ ] otnConcur /V//4 7o s (/1”0&76‘“{/?

Effect (as noted in the Effects Table [Attachment 4]):
No Properties Affected

[Dq No Adverse Effect

[] Conditioned upon the following action(s) (see comments below)

[ 1] Adverse Effect
Agreement with FHWA’s Section 4(f) criteria of temporary use (as detailed in the referenced letter,
if applicable):

[ 1  Agree

Comments: 4 )

Site 1OBMIF1Z S Hpeton, [Aarpd, Oty ol
SHAS ArE Ff~ #y /L(fnoé'-?S»//C/HS-/. /T Nesm /IS v
off Ate  SHAU AR €/,P74" /’7‘7 /T Jéex-—,ona{ +4c Ic/oﬂc., o/
SHude 2 SHAS //\olo-/'(‘ m,/L A/:// Lo Aylmf;ﬂ/c P
to. 7 foced [eref ,@4 /ﬂvru_/‘%/wvlc//@~

By: g//z/» 8 Cot 8)/95 /}0 o
MD Stap( Histor€ Preservation Office/ Date
Maryland Historical Trust

Return by U.S. Mail or Facsimile to:
Dr. Julie M. Schublitsky, Assistant Division Chicel, Environmental Planning Division,
MD State Highway Administration, P.O. Box 717, Baltimore, MD 2[203-0717
Telephone: 410-545-8870 and Facsimile: 410-209-5046

ce s Tnb Cox .
S e DA

D-14




Martin O'Malley, Governor John D. Porcari, Secretary

\
StateHi
Anthony G, Brown, Lt Governor BI{‘g}l‘Va;y Neil J, Pedersen, Administrator
: Administration

Maryland Department of Transportation
July 13, 2009

Re:  Project No. AA580A21
MD 175: W of Reece Road to
E of Mapes Rd.
Anne Arundel County, MD
USGS Relay 7.5' Quadrangle

Mr. J. Rodney Little

State Historic Preservation Officer
Maryland Historical Trust

100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032-2023

Dear Mr. Little:‘

Introduction and Project Description

This letter servesto inform the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) of the Maryland
State Highway Administration’s (SHA) finding that there will be no historic properties
affected by the proposed Project No. AAS80A21. The proposed project is within the
project limits of the MDD 175 Project Planning Study (from MD 295 to MD 170) which
was previously coordinated with MHT through eligibility and effects letters in 2007 and
2008 respectively.

SHA is proposing improvements along MD 175 (Annapolis Road) from west of
MD 174 (Reece Road) to east of Mapes Road in Anne Arunde]l County. These
improvements are required to prepare for an influx of workers to Fort George G. Meade
that are expected to result from Base Re-Alignment and Closure Process (BRAC). The
BRAC improvements are interim measures to be completed in the short-term until the
larger MD 175 corridor improvements (from MD 295 to MD 170) can be constructed,
Existing conditions along MD 175 within thé project area generally accommodate two
through lanes in each direction with a single left turn lane provided at the major
intersections. West of Reece Road the roadway tapers down to one lane in each direction.
The proposed work consists of widening MD 175 to provide additional turn/auxiliary -
lanes at the intersections. Additional work consists of roadway resurfacing;
removal/replacemerit/installation of sidewalks, pedestrian ramps, detectable warning
surfaces, curb and gutters, fencing, signs, signals, lighting and concrete medians; and
utility relocations. Drainage improvements consisting of removal/installation of pipes,
inlets, manholes, ditches, and storm water management facilities are also proposed.
Additional right-of-way and easements will be required from several properties.

My telephone number/toll-free number is
Maryland Relay Service for Impaired Hearing or Speech: 1.800.735.2258 Statewide Toll Free

Street Address: 707 North Calvert Street - Baltimore, Maryland 21202 - Phone: 410.545.0300 - www.marylandroads.com
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Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 175: W of Reece Rd. to E of Mapes Rd.
Page Two

Project plans are included as Attachment 1.

Funding :
Federal funds are anticipated for this project.

Area of Potential Effects

In determining the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this project, SHA
considered direct and indirect impacts to historic properties. The APE has been defined
as the SHA right of way along MD 175 from west of Reece Road to east of Mapes Road
and including the crossroads of Reece Road and Mapes Road in this vicinity, as well as
all adjacent tax parcels along these roads that may be needed for road widening. The
APE is indicated on the attached SHA quadrangle map for Odenton (Attachment 2). The
archeology survey area is defined by the worst case limits of disturbance.

identificaﬁon Methods and Results
Potentially significant architectural and archeological resources were both

researched as part of the historic investigation instigated by the proposed interim
improvementsto MD 175.

Architecture: SHA Architectural Historian Fred Shoken consulted the SHA-GIS Cultural

. Resources Datdbase, acrial photographs and video footage. A field visit took place of

July 2, 20009. 5

The APE for this project is restricted to the area of direct construction impacts
since the proposed work will take place at or below grade level. No historic structures
exist within the APE. Several commercial properties on the east side of Annapolis Road
were identified for the overall planning project for MD 175 from MD 295 to MD 170,
These tax parcels adjacent to the project limits include: 1698, 1670, 1656, 1642, 1636,
1628 and 1588 Annapolis Road. All were previously determined not to be eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

Within the Fort George G, Meade army post, a historic district comprised of 124
buildings has been identified as eligible for listing in the NRHP (AA-2095). The Fort
Meade Cultural Resources Plan also identified thirteen individual buildings and three
bridges that are considered eligible for listing in the NRHP. The historic district and
individually eligible historic structures are located more than a half mile from MD 175
and the proposed work., The proposed project will not impact historic standing structures.

Archeology: .SHA Archeologist Carol A. Ebright assessed the aréheological potential of
the archeological survey area through consultation of the SHA-GIS Cultural Resources
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‘Mr. J. Rodney Little
MD 175: W of Reece Rd. to E of Mapes Rd.
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Database, aerial photographs, prior survey reports, and project data for the larger MD 175
corridor study.

There have been two prior surveys of portions of the project area, one conducted
for Ft. Meade (Hornum et al. 1995), and more recently a survey by Child and Riggle
(2008) for SHA, which examined undisturbed portions of the project area and recorded
no new sites. Three sites are located close to, but outside the limits of disturbance,
including the Watts Cemetery (18 AN470), the Sulphur Springs Cemetery (18AN971),
and a late 19th-early 20th century artifact scatter (18AN988). The cemeteries remain
unevaluated, and 18AN988 was determined not eligible for listing in 2003. The proposed
work is unlikely to impact any intact, significant archeological resources, No further
archeological work is warranted.

3

Rev1ew Request )
Please examine the attached maps and plans We request your concurrence by

August 13,2009 that there would be no historic properties affected by the improvements
to MD 175 from west of MD 713 to east of Disney Road. By carbon copy, we invite the
Anne Arundel County Office of Environmental and Cultural Resources to provide
comments and participate in the Section 106 process. Pursuant to the requirements of the
implementing regulations found at 36 CFR Part 800, SHA secks their assistance in
identifying historic preservation issues as they relate to this specific project (see 36 CFR
800.2 (c) (3) and (5), and 800.3 (f) for information regarding the identification and
participation of consulting parties, and 800.4, and 800.5 regarding the identification of
historic properties and assessment of effects). For additional information regarding the
Section 106 regulations, see the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s website,
www.achp.gov, or contact the Maryland State Highway Administration or the Maryland
Historical Trust. Ifno response is received by August 13, 2009, we will assume that this
office declines to participate. Please call Fred Shoken at 410-545-5793 (or. via email at
Jfehoken@sha.state.md.us) with questions regarding standing structures for this project.
Ms. Ebright may be reached at (410) 545-2879 (or via email at cebright@sha.state.md.us)
with concerns regarding archeology. .

Very ﬁuly yours,

WK n

Julie M. Schablitsky
Assistant Division Chief
Environmental Planning Division




Concurrence with the MD State Hishway Administration’s
Determination(s) of Eligibility and/or Effects

Project Number: AA580A21 MHT Log No, 200902838
Project Name: MD 175: W of Reece Road to E of Mapes Road

County: Anne Arundel

Letter Date: July 13, 2009

The Maryland Historical Trust has reviewed the documentation attached to the referenced letter and concurs
with the MD State Highway Adm1mstrat10n s determinations as follows

Eligibility (as noted in the Eligibility Table [Attachment N/A]):
' [1] Concur
[1] Do Not Concur

Effect (as noted in the Effects Table [Attachment N/AJ):
No Properties Affectéd
[1] No Adverse Effect
[] Conditioned upon the following aotlon(s) (see comments below)
[ 1  Adverse Effect

Agreement with FHWA’s Section 4(f) criteria of temporary use (as detailed in the referenced letter,
if applicable): -
[1  Agree

Comments:

By VTl _8fisl
MD State Hisforic Preservation Office/ Date
Maryland Historical Trust

Return by U.S. Mail or Facsimile to;
Dr. Julie M. Schablitsky, Assistant Division Chief, Environmental Planning Division,
MD State Highway Administration, P.O. Box 717, Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Telephone: 410-545-8870 and Facsimile: 410-209-5046
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M ARYL AND . Martin O'Malley, Governor

Anthony G. Brown, Lf. Governor

| DEPARTMENT OF John R. Griffin, Secretary
NATURAL RESOURCES

Eric Schwaab, Deputy Secretary

August 7, 2009

Mr. Bruce M. Grey

State Highway Administration
Maryland Department of Transportation
707 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

RE: Environmental Review for Project No. AA5S80A21, MD 175 BRAC Intersection
Improvements: MD 713 to Disney Road, MD 175 at Reese Road and MD 175 at
Mapes Road, Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

Dear Mr. Grey:

For all of the proposed sites as shown on your maps, the Wildlife and Heritage Service has determined
that there are no State or Federal records for rare, threatened or endangered species within the
boundaries of the project site as delineated. As a result, we have no specific comments or
requirements pertaining to protection measures at this time. This statement should not be interpreted
however as meaning that rare, threatened or endangered species are not in fact present. If appropriate
habitat is available, certain species could be present without documentation because adequate surveys
have not been conducted.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If you should have any
further questions regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely,
Lori A. Byrne,

Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service
MD Dept. of Natural Resources

ER# 2009.1062.aa
Cec:  G. Golden, DNR

Tawes State Office Building + 580 Taylor Avenue « Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410.260.8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877.620.8DNR « www.dnr.maryland.gov « TTY users call via Maryland Relay
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chesapeake Bay Field Office

177 Admiral Cochrane Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401
410/573-4575

July 15, 2009

State Highway Administration
Maryland Department of Transportation
707 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

RE: Project No AA580421 MD 175 BRAC Intersection Improvements Anne Arundel County

Dear: Donald H. Sparklin

This responds to your letter, received June 22, 2009, requesting information on the presence of
species which are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened within the
vicinity of the above reference project area. We have reviewed the information you enclosed and
are providing comments in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat.
884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Except for occasional transient individuals, no federally proposed or listed endangered or
threatened species are known to exist within the project impact area. Therefore, no Biological
Assessment or further section 7 Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is required.
Should project plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of listed or proposed
species becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered.

This response relates only to federally protected threatened or endangered species under our
jurisdiction. For information on the presence of other rare species, you should contact Lori
Byme of the Maryland Wildlife and Heritage Division at (410) 260-8573.

Effective August 8, 2007, under the authority of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) removed (delist) the bald eagle in the
lower 48 States of the United States from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife. However, the bald eagle will still be protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, Lacey Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. As a result, starting on August 8,
2007, if your project may cause “disturbance” to the bald eagle, please consult the “National
Bald Eagle Management Guidelines” dated May 2007.
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If any planned or ongoing activities cannot be conducted in compliance with the National Bald
Eagle Management Guidelines (Eagle Management Guidelines), please contact the Chesapeake
Bay Ecological Services Field Office at 410-573-4573 for technical assistance. The Eagle
Management Guidelines can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/issues/BaldEagle/NationalBaldEagleManagementGuid

elines.pdf.

In the future, if your project can not avoid disturbance to the bald eagle by complying with the
Eagle Management Guidelines, you will be able to apply for a permit that authorizes the take of
bald and golden eagles under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, generally where the
take to be authorized is associated with otherwise lawful activities. This proposed permit
process will not be available until the Service issues a final rule for the issuance of these take
permits under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.

An additional concern of the Service is wetlands protection. Federal and state partners of the
Chesapeake Bay Program have adopted an interim goal of no overall net loss of the Basin’s
remaining wetlands, and the long term goal of increasing the quality and quantity of the Basin’s
wetlands resource base. Because of this policy and the functions and values wetlands perform,
the Service recommends avoiding wetland impacts. All wetlands within the project area should
be identified, and if construction in wetlands is proposed, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Baltimore District, should be contacted for permit requirements. They can be reached at (410)
962-3670.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide information relative to fish and wildlife issues, and
thank you for your interests in these resources. If you have any questions or need further

assistance, please contact Devin Ray at (410) 573-4531.

Sincerely,

Leopolo Miranda
Field Supervisor
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